98 RS HB 369/GA


AN ACT relating to state designations.

WHEREAS, Kentucky is known for its beautiful covered bridges and its efforts to preserve these reminders of the state's pioneer past; and

WHEREAS, Fleming County has more covered bridges in its boundaries than any other Kentucky county; nearly one-fourth of the state's covered bridges are found there, and

WHEREAS, Ringo's Mill Covered Bridge and Hillsboro Covered Bridge that both span the Fox River were designed by one of the earliest builders of covered bridges, Theodore Burr; and

WHEREAS, the Goddard Covered Bridge that spans Sandlick Creek is the oldest covered bridge in the state and the only one in this part of the country designed by world famous bridge builder Ithiel Town; and

WHEREAS, Fleming county has been the home of several covered bridge builders, such as the Bower family that has had three generations of covered bridge builders, and others who have worked to build and restore covered bridges all across the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, Fleming County's covered bridges have been listed in the National Register of Historic Places and The World Guide to Covered Bridges, pictured in countless books and magazines, and recognized by the National Society for the Preservation of Covered Bridges; and

WHEREAS, the preeminent authority on covered bridges in the world, Richard Allen, has included Fleming County's covered bridges in his numerous works and called them "mountain marvels"; and

WHEREAS, the people of Fleming County take pride in these wonderful remnants of Americana and make their maintenance and preservation a priority; and

WHEREAS, the Switzer Covered Bridge in Franklin County, with its beautiful sawtooth edging, carvings, and time-worn timbers, has been painted and photographed more than any other covered bridge in Kentucky, and no other covered bridge in the state has more tradition and is more nostalgic; and

WHEREAS, the Hillsboro Covered Bridge is actually located in closer proximity to Grange City than to Hillsboro in Fleming County;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 2 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Fleming County is named and designated as the "Covered Bridge Capital of Kentucky."
(2)
The Switzer Covered Bridge in Franklin County is named and designated as the official covered bridge of Kentucky.
Section 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 176 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The Hillsboro Covered Bridge in Fleming County is renamed and designated the "Grange City Covered Bridge."
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