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AN ACT relating to youth access to tobacco products.

WHEREAS, the General Assembly recognizes that the use of tobacco by youth under the age of eighteen (18) is a serious problem; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly has attempted to address this problem with legislation in past legislative sessions; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly seeks to determine the effectiveness of these legislative efforts, and how they may be improved; and

WHEREAS, some recent studies have shown that youth smoking and use of tobacco products by teens may be increasing; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly deems it necessary to investigate the cause of the increases in smoking and the continued high use of tobacco by youth; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly wishes to determine the best way to address the problem of youth tobacco use and youth access to tobacco products, and to explore possible programs and legislation that could achieve reductions in youth tobacco use;

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Legislative Research Commission is directed to establish a Task Force on Teens and Tobacco.

Section 2.   The Task Force shall study the problem of access to and use of tobacco and tobacco products by youth (under the age of 18), the effectiveness of present programs to address teen tobacco use and access, and possible program improvements, new programs, and legislation necessary to effectively address teen tobacco use and access to tobacco products.

Section 3.   The Task Force on Teens and Tobacco shall have fourteen (14) members which shall include four (4) legislative members to include one (1) member from the House Committee on Health and Welfare, one (1) member of the House Committee on Agriculture and Small Business, one (1) member from the Senate Committee on Health and Welfare, and one (1) member from the Senate Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources; the Commissioner of the Department of Agriculture or the commissioner's designee; the Director of the Alcoholic Beverage Control Commission or the director's designee; a representative of the agricultural community; a representative of the retail community; a person between the ages of fifteen (15) and eighteen (18) years of age; a member of a parents' organization; the commissioner of the Department of Health or the commissioner's designee; and three (3) representatives of health organizations concerned with youth smoking and tobacco use.

Section 4.   Co-chairs shall be appointed by the Legislative Research commission from the legislative members of the group.

Section 5.   The Task Force on Teens and Tobacco shall report to the LRC no later than September 30, 1999.

Section 6.   Staff services to be utilized in completing this study are estimated to cost twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000). These staff services shall be provided from the regular Commission budget and are subject to the limitations and other research responsibilities of the Commission.
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