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	SUBJECT/TITLE
	Disaster and emergency management


	SPONSOR
	Rep. Charles Geveden


MANDATE SUMMARY

	Unit of Government:
	X
	City;
	X
	County;
	X
	Urban County Government


Program/

	Office(s) Impacted:
	 Rescue squads, hazardous materials teams, and local disaster and emergency response personnel.


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	
	Optional


Effect on

	Powers & Duties
	X
	Modifies Existing
	
	Adds New
	
	Eliminates Existing


PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The bill deals with three general areas, disaster and emergency services, hazardous materials, and rescue squads.  The bill creates a new division of the Department of Military Affairs, The Division of Disaster and Emergency Services.  The bill creates this division, gives it emergency powers, and specifies its duties.  The division will develop a state-wide Emergency Operations Plan, and will coordinate with local disaster and emergency services personnel.  The division will review and incorporate local disaster and emergency service plans into the state-wide plan.  The division will also provide assistance to local disaster and emergency service organizations.  To be eligible certain criteria in personnel and training must be met.

The bill also deals with hazardous materials.  It deals with the registration of those entities that use or transport hazardous or extremely hazardous materials.  The bill requires state and local officials to develop and coordinate plans for dealing with the release of hazardous materials into the environment.  The bill establishes aid programs for the development of emergency plans and the training of personnel for emergency situations.

Lastly, the bill deals with rescue squads and search and rescue operations.  The bill defines rescue squads and their functions.  It allows for the creation of general or specialized rescue squads.  The bill allows for the creation of Rescue Squad Taxing Districts and provides the criteria for state aid to rescue squads.  Further, it delineates the requirements for the reporting and operation of searches for missing persons.

	FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
	ESTIMATED COST


The impact of this bill is indeterminable.  Many costs related to the implementation of local disaster and emergency programs are not easily specified in detail.  For instance, the costs of developing and enacting ordinances, participation of local representatives on commissions, committees, and task forces, compliance with state and Federal reporting requirements, and providing information for surveys and planning efforts are often assumed to be routine costs of local government.

This bill addresses on-going activities of local disaster and emergency service programs.  However, the bill also elevates standards for the local emergency planning activities, standardizes requirements and procedures for search and rescue activities and otherwise establishes more specific performance requirements for local programs.  This may increase the cost of local operations as these organizations move to comply with Commonwealth requirements.

Additional training may be required for compliance with the enhanced standards and some indeterminable costs will be incurred for training.  Much of this training is provided at no cost to local personnel.  Other training is provided with the participants paying travel and per diem costs.  Some training programs are reimbursed by the Federal Emergency Management Agency.  Others are funded in whole or in part through other Federal or state programs.

In sum, it is not possible to make a calculation of the costs of this bill.  Some extra training or equipment may be necessitated.  This will be a cost to local governments.  However, the cost of some or all of this equipment or training will be offset payments from either the Commonwealth or the Federal governments.  Therefore, it is impossible to detail the actual cost, if any, of this bill for local governments.
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