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AN ACT relating to public parks.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 97.590 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
For the purpose of purchasing and maintaining public parks within the jurisdictional[city] limits, cities of any class, counties, charter counties, and urban-county governments[the fourth class] may levy taxes not exceeding five cents ($0.05) on each one hundred dollars ($100) of all taxable property within the corporate limits. No city, county, charter county, or urban-county government shall levy the tax until a public referendum has been conducted in accordance with the provisions of KRS 83A.120 and has been adopted by the city's, county's, charter county's, or urban-county government's voters.

(2)
The funds derived from the levy shall be held by the treasurer of the city or the treasurer of the county in a separate and distinct fund designated the "Park Fund," and shall be paid out by the treasurer only upon order issued by the park board signed by the secretary and countersigned by the president after the bill for the withdrawal has been approved by the board. The treasurer shall not honor in any one (1) year orders for a greater sum than the amount apportioned and levied for that year for park and playground purposes.

Section 2.   KRS 97.550 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Cities of any[the fourth] class, counties, charter counties, and urban-county governments may acquire, by purchase or donation, property for the purpose of maintaining public parks or playgrounds within the jurisdictional[city] limits. 

(2)
The city legislative body or the fiscal court may appoint a park board of not more than five (5) persons, whose qualifications shall be prescribed by the city legislative body or fiscal court, and whose terms of office shall be for two (2) years and until their successors are appointed and qualified, except that three (3) members of the first board appointed shall be appointed for terms of only one (1) year. The members of the board shall not receive any salary for their services. The board shall be a corporation with perpetual succession, and may, in its corporate name, contract and be contracted with, sue and be sued, have and use a corporate seal and alter or renew it at pleasure.

Section 3.   KRS 147A.028 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
In enacting a parks establishment aid law, it is the intention of the General Assembly to supplement local efforts to establish park and recreational facilities. The inadequacy of present facilities and the high cost of acquisition and establishment of park recreational facilities are hereby declared to be matters of public interest and concern and vital to the promotion of the health, welfare and industrial development of the inhabitants of the Commonwealth.

(2)
The commissioner of the Department of Local Government shall cause to be established in the Treasury a special fund to be known as the local government parks and recreational facilities fund, to be administered by the commissioner. The fund shall be comprised of grants, contributions, appropriations and intergovernmental transfers. Moneys in the fund shall not lapse at the end of the fiscal year.

(3)
The commissioner may, when he determines that a proposed local government plan for a park or other recreational facility would serve the public interest, use moneys from the local government parks and recreational facilities fund to aid local governmental units in their acquisition and establishment of local parks and recreational facilities, provided that local governmental units must provide matching funds for the project. The Department of Local Government may grant an amount up to five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000)[one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000)] for any one (1) project, which amount shall not exceed fifty percent (50%) of the cost of the entire project. For the purposes of this section, local governmental units shall mean county governments, urban-county government, and governments of cities of any class. Title to parks and recreational facilities acquired by the use of funds authorized by this section shall vest in the local governmental unit which proposed the project and provided the matching funds.

(4)
In September of each year the commissioner shall determine the amount of funds available for distribution by December 31 of that same year. The commissioner may prescribe standards for determining the amounts to be granted for local projects and such regulations as may be necessary to implement the provisions of this section. Funds granted by the department shall be spent by the local governing authorities only for the acquisition and establishment of parks and recreational facilities or major improvements or additions to existing parks and shall not be used for operating or maintenance expenses.

SECTION 4.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 97 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
For the purpose of acquiring, building, operating, and maintaining parks and green space, two (2) or more counties may form a regional park authority.

(2)
(a)
The regional park authority may be established by a vote of the fiscal courts of the participating counties or by a vote of the majority of the voters in each participating county voting in an election. The issue shall be placed upon the ballot if supported by a petition signed by a number of people from the participating counties equal to one percent (1%) of the voters in the last regular election.

(b)
A county may join an existing regional park authority by a vote of the fiscal court of each participating county and of the fiscal court of the joining county, or by a vote of the majority of voters from each participating county and the joining county voting in an election. The issue shall be placed upon the ballot if supported by a petition signed by a number of people from the participating and joining counties equal to one per cent (1%) of the voters from each participating county, and one percent (1%) of the voters from the joining county, voting in the last regular election.

(3)
A regional park authority is authorized to:

(a)
Levy taxes and issue bonds;

(b)
Accept donations, land, and equipment;

(c)
Reject unusable or unmanageable land donations;

(d)
Hire employees and contract for services; and

(e)
Enter into agreements with public and private entities under the provisions of the Interlocal Cooperation Act, KRS 65.210 to 65.300, and contracts authorizing the use of private facilities for public recreation.

(4)
A regional park authority may levy taxes not exceeding five cents ($0.05) on each one hundred dollars ($100) of all taxable property within the regional park authority's boundaries. The tax shall not be levied until a public referendum has been conducted in accordance with the provisions of KRS 83A.120 and has been adopted by the majority of the voters voting in an election in each county involved.

(5)
A regional park authority shall be governed by a board made up of three (3) citizens from each participating county. Board members shall be appointed by the fiscal court from a list of candidates provided by the cities within the county and by the county planning commission if there is one in that county.
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