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	SUBJECT/TITLE
	Tax levies for public parks


	SPONSOR
	Rep. Richard Murgatroyd


MANDATE SUMMARY

	Unit of Government:
	X
	City;
	X
	County;
	X
	Urban County Government


Program/

	Office(s) Impacted:
	 city, county, charter and urban-county governments


	Requirement:
	
	Mandatory
	X
	Optional


Effect on

	Powers & Duties
	X
	Modifies Existing
	X
	Adds New
	
	Eliminates Existing


PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The original bill amended KRS 97.590 to allow all classes of cities to levy taxes not exceeding five cents ($0.05) on each one hundred dollars ($100) of all taxable property within the corporate limits for the purpose of purchasing and maintaining public parks. 

The HCS retained the original provisions but added language to extend the provisions to counties, charter counties, and urban-county governments;  and require local governments to have voter approval prior to levying the allowed tax; amends KRS 147A.028 to raise the amount of grant money the Department of Local Government may provide through the local government parks and recreational facilities fund from the current amount of $100,000 to $500,000; creates a new section of KRS Chapter 97 to allow two or more counties to form a regional park authority; sets out procedures for establishing an authority or joining an established authority; allows authority to levy up to a five cent tax on each one hundred dollars worth of taxable property, with voter approval; establishes powers of the authority; creates governing board for the authority, to be made up of three citizens from each participating county.  HFA (1, L. Clark) - Amended the KRS to extend the allowable number of members on a park board from five (5) to eight (8).

This SCS retains the original provisions; and adds language to specify that the public referendum provisions shall not apply to any local government that is already levying a tax for park purposes in accordance with KRS 97.550 or 97.590. 

	FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
	ESTIMATED COST


The fiscal impact is indeterminable but small; potentially beneficial. KACo takes no position on the bill and does not foresee a significant fiscal impact. There will be some costs associated with setting up a park board, or regional park authority, if desired, and for conducting a required referendum to levy taxes to support the public park(s), boards/authorities. The bill increases from $100,000 to $500,000 the maximum amount of state grant money for (50%) funding of park projects. To this extent (if funds were appropriated for this purpose), there could be a positive fiscal impact, in that fewer local dollars would be required to fund a park project.
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