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	SUBJECT/TITLE
	Fiscal court regulation of trucks on county roads


	SPONSOR
	Rep. Jim Gooch


MANDATE SUMMARY

	Unit of Government:
	
	City;
	X
	County;
	
	Urban County Government


Program/

	Office(s) Impacted:
	 fiscal courts


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	
	Optional


Effect on

	Powers & Duties
	X
	Modifies Existing
	X
	Adds New
	
	Eliminates Existing


PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The bill amends KRS 189.230, relating to the reduction of loads and speed limits, to give the fiscal court, not the county judge, the authority to reduce loads and speed limits on county roads; creates a new provision to allow fiscal courts to authorize overweight and overdimensional vehicles on roads under their jurisdiction as long as the vehicle does not exceed 80,000 pounds; creates a new section of KRS Chapter 189, relating to traffic regulations, to define the term "materials"; establishes a procedure by which local governments may issue overweight and overdimensional permits; amends KRS 189.221, relating to basic weight and dimension limits for highways, to conform; amends KRS 189.990, relating to penalties governing traffic regulations, to provide for a penalty for a person operating a motor vehicle in violation of a local government permit for overweight or overdimensional vehicles; prohibits a fiscal court from receiving rural and secondary road aid money on any route on which the court raises weight limits under the provisions of the bill; requires that a fiscal court shall enter into a cooperative agreement with a person applying for a permit to operate a motor vehicle whose gross weight or dimensions exceed the limits prescribed by KRS 189.210; requires that the agreement provide for an equitable apportionment of the incremental costs for damage done to a county road while operating under a permit; provides for a person's permit to be immediately revoked if the person terminates the cooperative agreement with the fiscal court.          

The SCS retains the original provisions of the bill, but requires fiscal courts to comply with the maximum weight limits established by KRS 189.222. 

	FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
	ESTIMATED COST


Fiscal impact is indeterminable, likely small, and potentially positive. Currently an informal (in practice) procedure is provided for by statute, KRS 189.210(2), by which county judges/executive may grant permission for overweight vehicles on county roads. The bill creates more formal procedures and relationships between fiscal courts and those who seek permits. To that extent there will be some additional administrative requirements and expenses. However, they also provide for the assessment of a fee for the permit(s) and assurances (cooperative agreements, equitable apportionment of cost, bonds) that the costs associated with county road use by overweight/oversize vehicles will be borne by those who obtain permits.
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