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AN ACT relating to children in placement.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 194 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The Kentucky General Assembly finds that the various departments, agencies, and entities providing care and treatment to children in placement and their families often do so without appropriate collaboration of policies and services or appropriate and necessary sharing of relevant information. The General Assembly declares that the purpose of Section 2 of this Act is to establish a structure for coordinated strategic planning, policy development, and information reporting and sharing among and across departments, agencies, and entities that provide care and services to children in placement.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 194 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
There is hereby created the "Statewide Strategic Planning Committee for Children in Placement" which is administratively attached to the Department for Social Services. The committee shall be composed of the following:

(a)
Members who shall serve by virtue of their positions: the commissioner of the Department for Social Services, the commissioner of the Department for Health Services, the commissioner of the Department for Mental Health and Mental Retardation Services, the commissioner for the Department for Medicaid Services, the commissioner of the Department for Social Insurance, the commissioner of the Department of Juvenile Justice, the commissioner of the Department of Education, the executive director of the Administrative Office of the Courts, or their designees; and

(b)
One (1) foster parent selected by the statewide organization for foster parents, one (1) district judge selected by the Chief Justice of the Kentucky Supreme Court, one (1) parent of a child in placement at the time of appointment to be selected by the secretary of the Cabinet for Human Resources, one (1) youth in placement at the time of the appointment to be selected by the secretary of the Cabinet for Human Resources and one (1) private child care provider selected by the statewide organization for private child care providers. These members shall serve a term of two (2) years, and may be reappointed.
(2)
The Statewide Strategic Planning Committee for Children in Placement shall, by July 1, 1999, develop a statewide strategic plan for the coordination and delivery of care and services to children in placement and their families. The plan shall be submitted to the Governor, the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, and the Legislative Research Commission on or before July 1, 1999, and each July 1 thereafter.

(3)
The strategic plan shall, at a minimum, include:

(a)
A mission statement;

(b)
Measurable goals;

(c)
Principles:

(d)
Strategies and objectives; and

(e)
Benchmarks.

(4)
The planning horizon shall be three (3) years. The plan shall be updated on an annual basis. Strategic plan updates shall include data and statistical information comparing plan benchmarks to actual services and care provided.

(5)
The Statewide Strategic Planning Committee for Children in Placement shall, in consultation with the commissioner and the statewide placement coordinator as provided for in Section 4 of this Act, establish a statewide facilities and services plan that identifies the location of existing facilities and services for children in placement, identifies unmet needs, and develops strategies to meet the needs. The planning horizon shall be five (5) years. The plan shall be updated on an annual basis. The plan shall be used to guide, direct, and, if necessary, restrict the development of new facilities and services, the expansion of existing facilities and services, and the geographic location of placement alternatives.

(6)
The Statewide Strategic Planning Committee for Children in Placement may, through the promulgation of administrative regulations, establish a process that results in the review and approval or denial of the development of new facilities and services, the expansion of existing facilities and services, and the geographic location of any facilities and services for children in placement in accordance with the statewide facilities and services plan. Any process established shall include adequate due process rights for individuals and entities seeking to develop new services, construct new facilities or expand existing facilities, and shall require the involvement of local communities and other resource providers in those communities.

(7)
As a part of the statewide strategic plan, and in consultation with the Kentucky Information Resources Management Commission, the Statewide Strategic Planning Committee for Children in Placement shall plan for the development or integration of information systems that will allow information to be shared across agencies and entities, so that relevant data will follow a child through the system regardless of the entity or agency that is responsible for the child. The data produced shall be used to establish and monitor the benchmarks required by subsection (3) of this section. The data system shall, at a minimum, produce the following information on a monthly basis:

(a)
Number of placements per child;

(b)
Reasons for placement disruptions;

(c)
Length of time between removal and establishment of permanency;

(d)
Reabuse or reoffense rates;

(e)
Fatality rates;

(f)
Injury and hospitalization rates;

(g)
Health care provision rates;

(h)
Educational achievement rates;

(i)
Multiple placement rates;

(j)
Sibling placement rates;

(k)
Ethnicity matching rates;

(l)
Family maintenance and preservation rate; and

(m)
Adoption disruption rates.

(8)
The Statewide Strategic Planning Committee for Children in Placement shall publish an annual report no later than December 1 of each year that includes, but is not limited to, the information outlined in subsection (7) of this section.
SECTION 3.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 199 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

For the purposes of Sections 3 to 6 of this Act:
(1)
"Department" means the Department for Social Services;
(2)
"Home county" means the county in which the child's natural parents, adoptive parents, or guardian reside. If the parents are divorced, the home county is the county of residence of the parent with legal custody. If the child is committed, the home county is the county of original commitment or case responsibility;
(3)
"Home district" means the Department for Social Services district in which the child's home county is located;
(4)
"Type of placement" means the living arrangement, including family foster care, private child care, or other residential alternative that is deemed appropriate for a child as determined by the district placement coordinator and the family services worker with case responsibility; and
(5)
"Unmet need" means the type of facility or placement needed to serve the child's needs which is unavailable at the time placement is being sought for the child.
SECTION 4.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 199 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The department shall establish a procedure throughout the state that is designed to determine and expedite the placement of children who are in the custody of the department. The procedure shall utilize a statewide placement coordinator and district placement coordinators who may be state employees or employees of a contracted entity, and who shall be assigned and located in each of the department's districts.

(2)
Upon determining that a child shall be removed from the current living arrangement, the family services worker with responsibility for the child shall contact the district placement coordinator to facilitate the placement. In consultation with the family services worker, the district placement coordinator shall determine the appropriate type of placement according to the child's circumstances and needs and shall attempt to locate the appropriate placement within the child's home county.
(3)
The living arrangement and placement selected for the child shall be the type of facility that is determined to be the best alternative for the child that is in the closest proximity to the child's home county.

(4)
If the type of placement that best suits the child's needs is not available in the child's home county, the district placement coordinator shall document the circumstance as an unmet need and may seek a placement in another county located within the home district of the child.

(5)
If the type of placement that best suits the child's needs is not available in the child's home district, the district placement coordinator shall document the circumstance as an unmet need and may seek a placement in surrounding districts by contacting the statewide placement coordinator.

(6)
If the type of placement that best suits the child's needs is not available in the districts surrounding the child's home district, the district placement coordinator shall document the circumstance as an unmet need and may seek a placement in any district within the state by contacting the statewide placement coordinator.

(7)
If the type of placement that best suits the child's needs is not available within the state, the statewide placement coordinator shall contact the commissioner of the department or the commissioner's designee to explore placement options.

(8)
The statewide placement coordinator and every district placement coordinator shall compile information that identifies the unmet needs for their jurisdiction, and shall submit the data and recommendations for meeting the unmet needs to the commissioner of the department.

(9)
The commissioner shall develop a state placement resource plan that identifies areas of unmet need and strategies to meet the need. The plan shall be used to guide and, if necessary, restrict the development of new facilities, the expansion of existing facilities, and the geographic location of placement alternatives.

(10)
The commissioner and the statewide planning coordinator shall assist the statewide Strategic Planning Committee for Children in Placement, created in Section 2 of this Act, in the development of a statewide facilities services plan.
SECTION 5.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 199 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The department shall maintain an inventory of the number and types of placements available for children by county, by district, and for the state. The inventory shall be updated every week and shall show in detail for each facility or foster home how many beds are filled, how many are empty, and the type of child that would be appropriate for referral to the facility or foster home. The inventory shall be readily accessible by the statewide placement coordinator and the district placement coordinators.

Section 6.   If the reorganization of the Cabinet for Human Resources into the Cabinet for Families and Children and the Cabinet for Health Services is confirmed by this 1998 Regular Session of the General Assembly, the references to the Cabinet for Human Resources appearing in subsection (1)(b) of Section 1 of this Act shall be codified as the Cabinet for Families and Children.
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