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AN ACT relating to the air transportation.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 183.121 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The cabinet may designate, design, establish, expand, or modify a state airways system which will best serve the interests of the state. It may chart the[such] airways system[systems] and arrange for publication and distribution of any[such] maps, charts, notices and bulletins relating to the system[such airways] as[ may be] required in the public interest. The system shall be supplementary to and coordinated in design and operation with the federal airways system. It may include all types of air navigation facilities, whether publicly or privately owned, provided that such facilities conform to federal safety standards.

(2)
(a)
The cabinet shall be responsible for the development and administration of the Commonwealth's airport planning and development programs. To safeguard the public interest, a Kentucky Air Transportation Needs Plan shall be developed and maintained. This plan shall incorporate and reconcile, if necessary, all plans and expansion projects of the Commonwealth's airport boards, public airport authorities, air transportation facilities, and other organizations that have an interest in, or jurisdiction over, airports and their environs.
(b)
The organizations set out in paragraph (a) shall submit any development and expansion plans costing over one million dollars ($1,000,000) to the Division of Aeronautics for review and approval.
(c)
Plans submitted shall be reviewed and commented on by governance or citizen groups who submit a written request to do so to the Division of Aeronautics.

(d)
No approval shall be given to individual plans unless they are consistent with the statewide Kentucky Air Transportation Needs Plan and after weighing the full range of costs, benefits, impacts and alternatives associated with the proposed project.
(3)
An Air Transportation Commission is created to assist in the review and approval of regional and local airport development and expansion plans. The commission shall provide perspective and advice on air transportation matters, especially as they relate to intermodal planning, environmental management, economic development, and the quality of life in the Commonwealth. The commission is established within the cabinet and shall consist of (9) nine members and the secretary of the cabinet or his designee who shall be the ex officio chairman of the commission. The ex officio chairman of the commission shall not vote on any commission action unless there is a tie vote at which time the ex officio chairman may cast the deciding vote. The members of the commission shall be appointed by the Governor to serve for a term of four (4) years, and until their successors are appointed. However, the first three (3) members appointed shall serve for a term of two (2) years; the next three (3) for three (3) years; and the final three (3) for four (4) years. Upon the expiration of the first terms, successors shall be appointed for a term of four (4) years. Commission members shall:

(a)
Have background experience representing local government, urban planning, transportation planning, long range planning, economic development, environmental sciences, area development, aviation, and incorporated neighborhood or community organizations representing individuals affected by airport activities.
(b)
Be reimbursed for travel and other reasonable expenses incident to performance of their duties.
(4)
The cabinet[It] may participate as party plaintiff or defendant, or as intervener on behalf of the state, or on behalf of any air board or governmental unit or other person in any controversy involving any right of the state or others pertaining to aeronautics.

(5)[(3)]
To enforce the provisions of this chapter the cabinet may in addition to all other remedies institute and prosecute injunctive proceedings without the execution of a bond.

(6)[(4)]
The Franklin Circuit Court shall hold concurrent venue with the courts of this Commonwealth of all civil and injunctive actions instituted by the cabinet for the enforcement of this chapter and the orders and administrative[rules and] regulations of the cabinet promulgated under the authority granted in KRS Chapter 13A[thereunder].
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