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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  HB 531/GA prohibits any person, firm or corporation, or agent from interfering with a guide dog or guide dog user.  It further exempts guide dogs from all state and local licensing fees, and increases fines for violations of KRS 258.500.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  HB 531/GA prohibits any person, firm or corporation, or agent from interfering with a guide dog or guide dog user.  It also exempts guide dogs from all state and local licensing fees.  When the appropriate certification is provided and attached to the animal license form, HB 531/GA provides that the licensing authority shall accept that the license is for a guide dog.  It further provides for an increase in the range of the fine that could be applied to those persons, firms or corporations, or agents thereof for violating KRS 258.500.  The new range would increase the minimal fine amount from $25 to $250 and the maximum fine from $100 to $1000.  

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  The current law allows for a fine range of $25 to $100 for violating or interfering with a guide dog or guide dog user.  HB 531/GA allows for a higher fine range which could result in an increase in revenue from fines.  It also exempts guide dog users from paying all state and local licensing fees which could represent a loss in revenue.  Since there is presently not any fiscal information pertaining to violations toward guide dogs and guide dog users, HB 531/GA has an indeterminable impact on the state and local governments. 
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