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Summary of Legislation:

	This bill creates new sections of KRS 535 to establish that victims shall receive restitution consistent with their loss and local government entities shall be reimbursed for the cost to incarcerate prisoners;  create a sinking fund to be used by local governments to cover costs of long term expenses of construction and maintenance of jail facilities;  require all prisoners to work unless exempted by physical, mental or emotional disability and the type and amount of work to be done;  defines restitution, reimbursement, sinking fund, menial labor, crime impact fee, and local government;  prohibit Class D felons from working outside the jail facility;  set up medical screening for prisoners who claim they cannot work;  create prisoner copay for medical treatment; create the ability of the sentencing court to issue a criminal garnishment to recover fines, crime impact fees, court costs, restitution and reimbursement charges;  create the ability of the sentencing court to place a lien on the real property, etc. of an offender to recover fines, crime impact fees, court costs, restitution and reimbursement charges;  create the requirement for the court to impose a victim impact fee for all non-status offenses, moving traffic violations, criminal violations, misdemeanors and felony offenses;  allows the local government to elect out of the provisions of this bill.


Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups):

	There is no direct impact to the Department of Corrections with this legislation, but could have serious impact for the jailers.  This bill requires all prisoners to work with limited exemptions.  This can create a serious security problem for jailers since the amount of menial type jobs in a jail setting are limited.  Jailers are required to separate certain classes of prisoners, which would be impossible to do working inside the jail.

The impact would be felt by the local communities who benefit from community service performed by Class D inmates housed in local facilities.  The legislation imposes restrictions on the Class D offenders who may work in the community.  Any Class D offender who has an offense against a person,  illegal possession or trafficking of a controlled substance or marijuana, sexual offense, escape or would constitute a risk to himself, other prisoners or the public cannot work outside the confines of a jail facility.  Usually, offenders with sex offenses or escape offenses or other significant risk factors are not classified by the Department for work outside the jail.  Approximately 596 of the total 1987 offenders in the program fit this category.  Of the remaining 1391 offenders in the Class D program, most could possibly fit the category with drug offenses or offenses against a person and would, therefore, not be allowed outside the jail.  The “offenses against a person” term is not defined in the bill.  In addition, the legislation indicates that work under this section, except as disallowed by the sentencing court, shall reduce any sentence by one-half.  There is no indication of this section applying to misdemeanants or felonies or both.

KRS 441.045  allows a co-payment to be charged to prisoners for medical services.

The remaining sections of this bill have no impact on the Department.


Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted):

	No fiscal impact to the Department of Corrections.


Overall Impact to Agency (Major, Minor, No Impact):
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