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COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY

STATE FISCAL NOTE STATEMENT
	GENERAL ASSEMBLY
	LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH COMMISSION

	1998 REGULAR SESSION
	1996-97 INTERIM


MEASURE

	(X) 98 BR No.
	1969
	
	(X)
	House
	Bill No.
	544/GA


	() Resolution No.
	
	
	() Amendment No.
	


	SUBJECT/TITLE
	AN ACT relating to the judicial branch and making an appropriation therefor.


	SPONSOR
	Representative Mike Bowling


NOTE SUMMARY

	Fiscal Analysis:
	        X    Impact
	               No Impact
	         Indeterminable Impact

	Level(s) of Impact:
	         X        State
	                       Local
	               Federal


	Budget Unit(s) Impact
	Judicial Branch - Court Operations and Administration


	Fund(s) Impact:
	       X        General
	                Road
	               Federal

	
	                     Restricted Agency (Type)
	               (Other)


FISCAL SUMMARY

_____________________________________________________________________________

	Fiscal Estimates
	1997-98
	1998-99
	1999-2000
	Future Annual

Rate of Change

	Revenues (+/-)
	
	
	
	

	Expenditures (+/-)
	
	$2,364,200
	$4,396,200
	

	Net Effect
	
	$2,364,200
	$4,396,200
	


_____________________________________________________________________________

MEASURE'S PURPOSE:

98 RS BR 1969/HB 544/GA relates to the judicial branch and makes an appropriation therefor; creates a new section of KRS Chapter 23A to create family courts and increase the number of Circuit Courts and District Courts; creates a new section of KRS Chapter 23A to require that any Family Court established in Boone and Gallatin Counties shall consist of 1 Circuit Court Judge; creates a new section of KRS Chapter 23A to govern the conduct of Family Courts; amends KRS 23A.040 to remove the 8th, 28th, 35th, and 48th Judicial Circuits from the list of Judicial Circuits and adds the 11th, 14th, 46th, and 54th Judicial Circuits to the list of Judicial Circuits entitled to 2 judges and 2 numbered divisions in Circuit Court; creates a new section of KRS 23A that directs the Chief Justice at each site identified in subsection 1 of Section 1 of the Act to designate a Chief Judge of Family Court; requires the Family Court Judge to be designated  Chief Judge when there is only 1 Family Court Judge; requires each Family Court to establish a Family Court Council to assist in developing and implementing each new site; requires the Council to be multidisciplinary and chaired by the Chief Judge of the Family Court; requires each Council to recommend local rules of Family Court; requires, pursuant to Supreme Court Rule 1.040 (3) (a), local rules to be written, approved by the Chief justice, and filed with the Supreme Court Clerk; requires the Administrative Office of the Courts to employ a statewide Family Court Coordinator to assist Family Courts; requires the District Court and the Circuit Court in judicial circuits where Family Courts are established, to exercise concurrent jurisdiction, or at the direction of the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, exclusive jurisdiction in all matters assigned to Family Court, notwithstanding any other statute relating to jurisdiction of the Circuit and District Courts; amends KRS 23A.040 to remove the 8th, 28th, 35th, and 54th Judicial Circuits from the list of Judicial Circuits and adds the 11th, 14th, 46th, and 54th Judicial Circuits to the list of Judicial Circuits entitled to 2 judges and 2 numbered divisions in Circuit Court; creates a new section of KRS 23A that adds the 8th Judicial circuit, 28th Judicial Circuit, 35th Judicial Circuit, and 48th Judicial Circuit as Judicial Circuits entitled to 3 Circuit Judges and 3 numbered divisions; creates a new section of KRS 23A to prohibit Family Courts established in Floyd County from consisting of more than 1 District Court Judge; amends KRS 24A.010 and KRS 24A.120 to permit District Courts to exercise concurrent or exclusive jurisdiction over Family Courts; amends KRS 24A.050 to remove the 2nd Judicial District and add the 31st and 43rd Judicial Districts to the list of Judicial Districts entitled to 2 District Judges and 2 numbered divisions in the District Court; amends KRS 24A.060 to add the 2nd Judicial District to the list of districts entitled to 3 District Judges and 3 numbered divisions of the District Court; amends KRS 389A.010 to make technical changes; amends KRS 391.035 to make technical changes; and amends KRS 395.617 to make technical changes.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  98 RS BR 1969/HB 544/GA amends and creates various sections of KRS 23A relating to the Judicial Branch and makes an appropriation to fund Family Courts;

Section 1. creates a new section of KRS 23A that establishes 8 Family Court Pilot Projects in the Supreme Court districts of:  a) District 1, McCracken County, b) District 2, Warren County, c) District 3, Pulaski, Rockcastle, and Lincoln Counties, d) District 5, Franklin and Madison Counties, e) District 6, Boone and Gallatin Counties, f) District 7, Floyd and Pike County; states the Supreme Court has certified the need for 5 additional Circuit Court judgeships: one each in Breckinridge, Grayson, and Meade Counties, one in Pulaski, Rockcastle, and Lincoln counties, and one in Boone and Gallatin Counties; states the Supreme Court has certified need for 2 additional District Court judgeships, one each in Pike County and McCracken County; 

Section 2 creates a new section of KRS 23A that directs any Family Court established in Boone and Gallatin Counties to have 1 Circuit Court Judge;

Section 3 creates a new section of KRS 23A that directs the Chief Justice at each site identified in subsection 1 of Section 1 of the Act to designate a Chief Judge of Family Court; requires the Family Court Judge to be designated  Chief Judge when there is only 1 Family Court Judge; requires each Family Court to establish a Family Court Council to assist in developing and implementing each new site; requires the Council to be multidisciplinary and chaired by the Chief Judge of the Family Court; requires each Council to recommend local rules of Family Court; requires, pursuant to Supreme Court Rule 1.040 (3) (a), local rules to be written, approved by the Chief justice, and filed with the Supreme Court Clerk; requires the Administrative Office of the Courts to employ a statewide Family Court Coordinator to assist Family Courts; requires the District Court and the Circuit Court in judicial circuits where Family Courts are established, to exercise concurrent jurisdiction, or at the direction of the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, exclusive jurisdiction in all matters assigned to Family Court, notwithstanding any other statute relating to jurisdiction of the Circuit and District Courts;

Section 4 amends KRS 23A.040 to remove the 8th, 28th, 35th, and 54th Judicial Circuits from the list of Judicial Circuits and adds the 11th, 14th, 46th, and 54th Judicial Circuits to the list of Judicial Circuits entitled to 2 judges and 2 numbered divisions in Circuit Court;

Section 5 creates a new section of KRS 23A that adds the 8th Judicial circuit, 28th Judicial Circuit, 35th Judicial Circuit, and 48th Judicial Circuit as Judicial Circuits entitled to 3 Circuit Judges and 3 numbered divisions;

Section 6 creates a new section of KRS 23A to prohibit Family Courts established in Floyd County from consisting of more than 1 District Court Judge;

Sections 7 and 8 amend KRS 24A.010 and KRS 24A.120 to permit District Courts to exercise concurrent or exclusive jurisdiction over Family Courts; 

Section 9 amends KRS 24A.050 to remove the 2nd Judicial District and add the 31st and 43rd Judicial Districts to the list of Judicial Districts entitled to 2 District Judges and 2 numbered divisions in the District Court;

Section 10 amends KRS 24A.060 to add the 2nd Judicial District to the list of districts entitled to 3 District Judges and 3 numbered divisions of the District Court;

Section 11 amends KRS 389A.010 to make technical changes;

Section 12 amends KRS 391.035 to make technical changes;

Section 13 amends KRS 395.617 to make technical changes.

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  

According to Administrative Office of the Courts officials, the cost of this legislation is as follows:

(Assumes July 1, 1998 effective date for Franklin; Pike; Floyd;  and Boone and Gallatin Family Court Judgeships; July 1, 1999 effective date for Warren; McCracken, Madison; Pulaski, Lincoln and Rockcastle Family Court Judgeships; January 1, 1999 effective date for Meade;  and  Green; Marion, Taylor, and Washington Circuit Judgeships; and January 1, 2000 effective date for Scott, Woodford, and Bourbon Circuit, and Barren and Metcalfe District Judgeships.

	Family Court Judgeships:
	FY 1998-99
	FY 1999-2000

	Franklin (District 5)
	468,700
	392,900

	Pike (35th District)
	478,700
	403,900

	Boone and Gallitan(District 6)
	468,700
	392,900

	Warren (District 2)
	
	409,200

	McCracken (District 1)
	
	476,000

	Pulaski, Lincoln, & Rockcastle (District 3)
	
	600,000

	Floyd (31st District)
	423,600
	354,200

	Madison (25th Circuit)

Statewide Administration/Central Office Allocation
	88,000
	515,900

81,200

	Subtotal
	$1,927,700
	$3,626,200

	
	
	

	Additional Circuit Judgeships:
	
	

	Boone and Gallatin (54th Circuit - Funded in Above Subtotal)

Floyd (31st District - Funded in Above Subtotal)
	
	

	Green, Marion, Taylor, and Washington (11th Circuit)
	276,000
	251,500

	Bourbon, Scott, and Woodford (14th Circuit)

Breckinridge, Grayson, and Meade (46th Circuit)
	160,500
	160,500

251,500

	Subtotal
	$436,500
	$663,500

	
	
	

	Additional District Judgeships:
	
	

	Barren & Metcalfe (43rd District)
	
	106,500

	Subtotal
	
	$106,500

	
	
	

	TOTAL COST OF HB 544
	$2,364,200
	$4,396,200


Included in the above additional costs for each Family Court Judgeship are the related salaries for the Judgeship, 1 secretary, 1 benchclerk, 1 law clerk, 1 social worker, 1 deputy clerk, and related operating expense.  The additional cost for each District Judgeship includes salaries for the Judgeship, 1 secretary and related operating expenses, and the additional cost for each Circuit Judgeship includes the salaries for the Judgeship, 1 secretary, 1 benchclerk, 1 law clerk and related operating expenses.

NOTE:  The appropriation under Section 15 of this Act totaling $1,504,100 in FY 1998-99 and $2,756,100 reflects the cost of 6 Family Court Judgeships in the original HB 544 and has not been amended to reflect additional Family Court Judgeships and additional Circuit/District Judgeships since the original HB 544 was printed. The additional cost reflected in this fiscal note, totaling $860,100 in FY 1998-99 and $1,640,100 in FY 1999-2000 is necessary to provide the necessary funding level to fund the additional judgeships contained in HB 544/GA.
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