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AN ACT relating to telecommunications.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 65.750 is amended to read as follows:

As used in this section to KRS[ 65.755 and] 65.760:[,]
(1)
"911 emergency telephone service" means a telephone service which provides the user of the public telephone system the ability to reach local emergency service agencies on a twenty-four (24) hour basis, by dialing the digits 9-1-1. Such a service is capable, at minimum, of transmitting requests for law enforcement, firefighting, and emergency medical and ambulance services to a public safety agency or other provider that provides the requested service at the place where the call originates. A 911 emergency telephone service may also provide for other emergency services;
(2)
"Automatic number identification (ANI)" means a feature that allows for the automatic display of the ten (10) digit number, or equivalent, used to place a 911 call; 

(3)
"Automatic location identification (ALI)" means a feature by which the name and address associated with the calling party's telephone number is made available to a PSAP;

(4)
"Automatic location identification data management system (ALI/DBS)" means a system of manual procedures and computer programs used to create, store, and update the data required for ALI in support of enhanced 911;

(5)
"Dispersed private telephone system (DPTS)" means a multiline, shared tenant system or PBX used for the purpose of reselling telephone service to residential customers and whose connection to a telephone network is capable of carrying emergency calls from more than one (1) specific location within a structure or structures but does not mean a multiline, shared tenant system or PBX owned and operated by a state agency or used in providing service within a hotel or motel;

(6)
"Fully enhanced 911 emergency telephone service" means a telephone network feature that selectively routes calls placed to the national 911 emergency number to the proper public service answering points (PSAPs) and provides the PSAP with a voice connection and ANI and ALI information;

(7)
"Private branch exchange (PBX)" means a privately owned switch system that connects calls to a telephone company;

(8)
"Public safety answering point" or "PSAP" means a communications facility that is assigned the responsibility to receive 911 calls originating in a given area and, as appropriate, to dispatch public safety services or to extend, transfer, or relay 911 calls to appropriate public safety agencies;

(9)
"Service supplier" means a person or entity that administers, maintains, and operates the ALI/DBS and may include telephone companies that provide local exchange telephone service to a telephone subscriber; and

(10)
"Station identification number (SIN)" means a number that a DPTS uses to identify a specific station on the switch.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS 65.750 TO 65.760 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Any DPTS located in an area that has adopted enhanced 911 emergency service shall within three (3) years of the date of its adoption, or if already adopted within three (3) years after the effective date of this Act, be able to:

(a)
Operate effectively within an enhanced 911 system;
(b)
Transmit a SIN for the station that directly dials the emergency number 911 to the service supplier; and

(c)
Provide the service supplier with the following system information that shall be updated within five (5) business days if changes occur within the system:
1.
Number of incoming trunk connections to the enhanced 911 system; and
2.
SIN, sublocation, such as floor or apartment number, if applicable, and street address of each station that may originate an emergency call.
(2)
In areas where fully enhanced 911 service has been implemented, the service supplier shall, at a minimum, make the verified ANI and ALI provided by the DPTS available to a PSAP for a fully enhanced 911 call.

(3)
In areas where fully enhanced 911 service has been implemented, the service supplier shall maintain the confidentiality and privacy of all information contained in the ALI/DBS, including any information that identifies telephone calls made from extensions on DPTS, except when the release of the information is ordered by a court of competent jurisdiction.

(4)
In areas where enhanced 911 service has been implemented, an employee of a PSAP shall not retrieve or disclose ALI information except in response to a 911 call or for the purpose of maintaining the ALI database, unless ordered by a court of competent jurisdiction.

SECTION 3.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS 65.750 TO 65.760 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Any owner, employee, or agent of a DPTS that knowingly or wantonly violates the provisions of subsection (2) of Section 2 of this Act shall be fined not less than twenty-five dollars ($25) nor more than two hundred dollars ($200) or imprisoned in the county jail for not more than ninety (90) days, or both. Each day the violation continues shall be considered a separate offense .

(2)
Any owner, employee, or agent of a DPTS or a service supplier that violates the provisions of subsection (3) of Section 2 of this Act shall be subject to the following penalties:

(a)
For a first offense, a Class A misdemeanor; and

(b)
For a second and subsequent offense, a Class D felony.
Section 4.   KRS 65.760 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Any city, county, or urban-county government may establish 911 emergency telephone service upon approval of the governing body of the city, county, or urban-county government, and may adopt regulations concerning the provision of this service by ordinance.

(2)
Any city, county, or urban-county government, or any combination thereof, may with the approval of their governing bodies enter into an interlocal cooperation agreement creating a joint 911 emergency telephone service.

(3)
The funds required by a city, county, or urban-county government to establish and operate 911 emergency telephone service, or to participate in joint service with other local governments, may be obtained through the levy of any special tax, license, or fee not in conflict with the Constitution and statutes of this state. The special tax, license, or fee may include a subscriber charge for 911 emergency telephone service that shall be levied on an individual exchange-line basis, limited to a maximum of twenty-five (25) exchange lines per account per government entity. Any private commercial telephone service or owner of a dispersed private telephone system (DPTS) that provides local and 911 emergency service to subscribers for compensation shall collect and remit the subscriber charge to the local government on the same basis as the primary local exchange carrier, except that this requirement shall not apply to a state agency that currently maintains an independent 911 system with its own public safety answering point[to be collected from local exchange telephone subscribers in the area to be served by 911 service on an individual exchange line basis limited to a maximum of twenty-five (25) exchange lines per account]. All revenues from a tax or fee expressly levied to fund 911 emergency services shall be expended solely for the establishment, operation, and maintenance of a 911 emergency communications system; this may include expenditures to train communications personnel and to inform the public of the availability and proper use of 911 service[this purpose].

(4)
The governing body may apply for and accept federal moneys, and may accept contributions and donations from any source for the purpose of funding 911 emergency telephone service.

(5)[(4)]
Nothing in this section shall preclude other means of establishing or funding a 911 emergency telephone service within any local area or exchange, nor require the operation of such service by any local government.

Section 5.   There is hereby established the DPTS/911 Task Force to study the issue of whether owners or operators of a dispersed system should be required to locate their telephone extensions in order to operate effectively within an enhanced 911 emergency service. The task force in its study shall determine the cost, under a range of common conditions, of purchasing or upgrading the equipment and services necessary to transmit the full 10-digit identifying number to a service supplier. The task force shall report its findings together with specific legislative recommendations, if applicable, to the Legislative Research Commission and to the interim committee with jurisdiction over matters concerning telecommunications services no later than August 1, 1999.

Section 6.   The task force shall consist of no more than fifteen (15) members appointed by the Legislative Research Commission on or before July 1, 1998. Members shall include at least four (4) members of the General Assembly and nonlegislative members representative of business, emergency services, communications providers, industry, and other stakeholders in the issue. The Legislative Research Commission shall appoint the chair or co-chairs of the task force, who shall be members of the General Assembly.

Section 7.   Staff services to be utilized in completing this study are estimated to cost $20,000. These staff services shall be provided from the regular Commission budget and are subject to the limitations and other research responsibilities of the Commission.
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