SENATE

KENTUCKY GENERAL ASSEMBLY AMENDMENT FORM

1998 REGULAR SESSION

Amend printed copy of HOUSE BILL 594/GA

On page 1, line 4, by deleting "or ethnic group"; and

On page 1, line 8, after "number" by inserting "or his race"; and

On page 1, line 9, after "thereof." by inserting "Regardless of whether the voter registration form used is in a paper or electronic format, a person seeking to register to vote, and not a voter registration official, shall personally designate his choice of political party affiliation and his race."; and

On page 2, line 26, by deleting "or ethnic group"; and

On page 3, line 18, after "Act" by inserting ". Regardless of whether the voter registration form used is in a paper or electronic format, a person seeking to register to vote, and not a voter registration official, shall personally designate his choice of political party affiliation and his race"; and

On page 4, between lines 7 and 8, by inserting the following:

"5.
The statement, "If you choose to register to vote, you will not be denied the right to register if you decline to designate your race on the voter registration form.";; and

On page 4, line 9, before "5", by inserting "6." and by placing brackets around and striking through "5."; and

On page 5, by deleting lines 25 to 27 in their entirety and inserting the following in lieu thereof:

"Section 4.   KRS 116.045 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Any person may register as a voter during the period registration is open if he possesses, or will possess on the day of the next regular election, the qualifications set forth in KRS 116.025.

(2)
The county clerk shall cause all registration to be closed the fourth Tuesday preceding through the first Monday following, any primary or general election, and the twenty-eight (28) days prior to and seven (7) days following any special election. During the period that registration is closed, the county clerk may accept and process registrations. Any voter who registers during the period that registration is closed, except for any registered voter who transfers his registration pursuant to KRS 116.085(2) or (3), shall not be permitted to vote in the upcoming election.

(3)
In all counties, the county clerk shall receive registrations, transfers, or changes of party affiliation at branch offices at any place in the county during those periods that the registration books are open except for those transfers pursuant to KRS 116.085(2) or 116.085(3). However, notice in the manner provided by KRS Chapter 424 shall be given at least three (3), but not more than fourteen (14), days in advance of the time and place of any branch registration, and ten (10) days' written notice shall be given to the county executive committee of each major political party in the county in which the branch registration is to be held.

(4)
Any person may register to vote or may change his party affiliation in any of the following ways:

(a)
In person;

(b)
By mail;

(c)
By means of the federal post card application, if the person is a resident of Kentucky and a member of the Armed Forces, or a dependent of members of the Armed Forces, or overseas citizen;

(d)
By mail-in application form prescribed by the Federal Election Commission pursuant to the National Voter Registration Act of 1993; or

(e)
By other methods of registration, or reregistration, approved by the State Board of Elections, including the use of voluntary interested groups and political parties, under the proper supervision and directions of the county clerk, which may include door to door canvassing.

(5)
In no instance shall a county clerk or employee in the county clerk's office attempt to influence a person's choice of political party affiliation on a voter registration application.
(6)
Upon receipt of the form prescribed by the State Board of Elections or the Federal Election Commission pursuant to the National Voter Registration Act of 1993, properly filled out and signed by the applicant, the county clerk shall register the applicant.

(7)[(6)]
Any individual or group shall have access to a reasonable number of voter registration forms including the mail-in application form prescribed by the Federal Election Commission pursuant to the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 in the county clerk's office. The individual or group shall act under the proper supervision and directions of the county clerk and shall return these completed forms to the county clerk for official registration by the county clerk.

(8)[(7)]
No later than December 31, 1994, the Transportation Cabinet shall equip all driver's license agencies to comply with the provisions of the National Voter Registration Act of 1993. The Secretary of State shall provide assistance and interpretation to the Transportation Cabinet in determining the requirements of the National Voter Registration Act of 1993.

Section 5.   KRS 116.0455 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
(a)
Each motor vehicle driver's license application, including any renewal application, submitted to the appropriate motor vehicle authority shall serve as an application for voter registration unless the applicant fails to sign the voter registration application.

(b)
An application for voter registration submitted under paragraph (a) of this subsection shall be considered as updating any previous voter registration by the applicant.

(2)
No information relating to the failure of an applicant for a motor vehicle driver's license to sign a voter registration application may be used for any purpose other than voter registration.

(3)
(a)
The Transportation Cabinet shall include a voter registration application form as part of an application for a motor vehicle driver's license.

(b)
The voter registration application portion of an application for a motor vehicle driver's license shall comply with the requirements of Section 5 of Public Law 103-31, the National Voter Registration Act of 1993, and of Section 1 of this Act. Regardless of whether the voter registration form used is in a paper or electronic format, a person seeking to register to vote, and not an employee or official in the circuit clerk's office, shall personally designate his choice of political party affiliation and his race. In no instance shall an employee or official in the circuit clerk's office attempt to influence a person's choice of political party affiliation on a voter registration application. No person shall be denied the right to register to vote because of the failure to designate his race on the voter registration application portion of an application for a motor vehicle driver's license.

(4)
Any change of address form submitted for purposes of a motor vehicle driver's license shall serve as notification of change of address for voter registration for the registrant involved unless the registrant states on the form that the change of address is not for voter registration purposes.

(5)
(a)
A completed voter registration portion of an application for a motor vehicle driver's license accepted by a circuit clerk shall be transmitted to the county clerk of the county of the applicant's voting residence not later than ten (10) days after the date of acceptance.

(b)
If a voter registration application is accepted within five (5) days before the last day for registration to vote in an election, the application shall be transmitted to the county clerk of the county of the applicant's voting residence not later than five (5) days after the date of acceptance."; and

By deleting pages 6 to 9 in their entirety.
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