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AN ACT relating to the scenic and recreational trails.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 148.660 is amended to read as follows:

The commissioner shall study and from time to time submit to the Governor and the General Assembly proposals for additions to the state scenic trails system[, as well as reports on state] and recreation trails that have been designated by the department, regarding rights-of-way that have been established and on the program for implementing KRS 148.610 to 148.780. Each proposal shall include a short statement on the significance of the various trails to the system.

Section 2.   KRS 148.690 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The department shall review all formal declarations of railroad right-of-way abandonments by the Surface Transportation Board or other agency with jurisdiction[Interstate Commerce Commission] and may review former railroad corridors for possible inclusion in the state trails system. The commissioner shall, within three (3) years after the route of a trail or trail segment included in the system has been located, determine the boundaries of the right-of-way to be associated with that trail. Such boundaries shall be established in such a manner that they protect the scenic value of the trail.

(2)
The commissioner is authorized to develop effective procedures to assure that, wherever practicable, utility rights-of-way, abandoned railroad corridors, or similar properties having value for trail purposes may be made available for such use; however, the commissioner shall take into consideration the rights of adjacent property owners in the development of any such procedures. Other departments of state government having jurisdiction, control over, or information concerning the use, abandonment, or disposition of rights-of-way, railroad corridors, and similar properties that may be suitable for trail purposes shall cooperate with the commissioner in the transfer of these rights for trail use.

Section 3.   KRS 148.750 is amended to read as follows:

The Kentucky Trails System shall be administered by the department according to the policies and criteria set forth in KRS 148.610 to 148.780. The department shall have the responsibility for maintaining the trails and building bridges, campsites, shelters, and related public-use facilities where required. The department shall establish a trails coordinator to carry out the purposes of KRS 148.610 to 148.780.

SECTION 4.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS 148.610 TO 148.780 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The department shall coordinate its efforts with and work with the Transportation Cabinet in so far as the provisions of KRS 148.610 to 148.780 and the provisions of KRS 174.100, 174.120, and 174.125 can be used to develop bicycling opportunities in the state.
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