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MEASURE

	(X) 98 BR No.
	2184
	
	(X)
	House
	Bill No.
	652/HCS


	() Resolution No.
	
	
	() Amendment No.
	


	SUBJECT/TITLE
	An Act related to elder abuse.


	SPONSOR
	Representative Ruth Ann Palumbo


NOTE SUMMARY

	Fiscal Analysis:
	            Impact
	               No Impact
	  X    Indeterminable Impact

	Level(s) of Impact:
	                  State
	                       Local
	               Federal


	Budget Unit(s) Impact
	Cabinet for Families and Children


	Fund(s) Impact:
	     X         General
	                Road
	               Federal

	
	                  Restricted Agency (Type)
	               (Other)


FISCAL SUMMARY

_____________________________________________________________________________

	Fiscal Estimates
	1997-98
	1998-99
	1999-2000
	Future Annual

Rate of Change

	Revenues (+/-)
	
	
	
	

	Expenditures (+/-)
	
	Indeterminable
	Indeterminable
	

	Net Effect
	
	Indeterminable
	Indeterminable
	


_____________________________________________________________________________

MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  To provide protection of the elderly through uniform definitions and protocol and limit persons who may serve as notary public or administrator of oaths for Living Wills.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  

Section 1:  Amends KRS 209.020 1) to redefine "adult" to include a) a person over 18 who because of mental or physical dysfunctioning is unable to manage his own resources or activities of daily living or protect himself from neglect, b) a person who is a victim of abuse or neglect by a spouse, 2) to redefine "abuse" as the infliction of physical pain, mental injury or an adult; 4) to define "access to records" to permit access by cabinet or representative to records of named entities; 5) to define "neglect" to include a situation where an adult is unable to perform or obtain services for health or welfare.

Section 2:  Amends KRS 209.030 1) to require the Cabinet by regulation to establish a uniform definition for "elder abuse", "neglect", "self-neglect", "exploitation", and "emergency"; 2) to require the Cabinet by regulation to establish common definitions as they relate to all "elder abuse protection", emergency intervention", "intervention", and "treatment programs".

Section 3:  Amends KRS 209.100 and Section 4:  amends 209.120 to include exploitation as a condition for protective services.

Section 5:  Amends KRS 209.910 to require any person who knowingly and willfully financially exploits an adult within the meaning of this chapter be guilty of a Class C felony.

Section 6:  Creates a new section of KRS chapter 209 to require the cabinet to create an Elder Abuse Committee to develop a protocol on elder abuse and neglect including the consideration of the need for a comprehensive resource directory of services for the elderly and a public awareness program. The committee is required to provide forums for exchange of education information.

Section 7: Creates a new section of KRS chapter 209 to require the Cabinet to promulgate regulations for the general adult services including intake and appropriate and necessary services.
Section 8:  Amends KRS 311.625 to restrict who may serve as a notary public or other person authorized to administer the oaths related to Living Wills.

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  

HB 652/HCS requires the creation of an Elder Abuse Committee.  The number of members and meetings are not provided by the Act.  The staffing and administrative functions of the committee are not detailed.  Therefore, the fiscal impact of the operation of the committee for travel, meetings, etc. is indeterminable.

If it is assumed that the cost to prepare the protocol, annual report, and other responsibilities of the Committee would fall within the same range as the cost originally projected by the Cabinet to perform similar functions, this cost would be within the $135,000 to $235,000 range.  

The Act also requires that any person who knowingly and willfully financially exploits an adult as defined be guilty of a Class C felony.  The cost of $14,400 per year per state prisoner could have a minimal impact upon the Corrections Cabinet depending upon how many persons were found guilty of the felony.

Section 7 requires the Cabinet to promulgate administrative regulations relating to uniform criteria for "adult intake and appropriate and necessary service provision".  This cost would be dependent upon which regulations the Cabinet are adopted.
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