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	SUBJECT/TITLE
	Annual fire truck inspections


	SPONSOR
	Rep. Fred Nesler


MANDATE SUMMARY

	Unit of Government:
	X
	City;
	X
	County;
	X
	Urban County Government


Program/

	Office(s) Impacted:
	 Paid and volunteer fire departments


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	
	Optional


Effect on

	Powers & Duties
	
	Modifies Existing
	X
	Adds New
	
	Eliminates Existing


PURPOSE/MECHANICS


BR 429 creates a new section of KRS Chapter 281 to require that all fire departments have an annual safety inspection performed on certain types of fire trucks.  State Transportation Cabinet officials would conduct the inspections and charge $5 per truck for the safety check.  Fire trucks affected would be those equipped with a pump having a minimum capacity of pumping 250 gallons per minute (GPM), and with space to carry fire fighting equipment.  Inspections would determine if fire trucks comply with federal safety regulations.  The examinations would take place at Kentucky's weigh stations or on-site if pre-arranged.


Fire trucks found out of compliance under provisions of BR 429 cannot be operated until the problems causing the noncompliance order are corrected.  However, the legislation has a grace period allowing fire departments to operate fire trucks for two weeks after the noncompliance order is issued.

	FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
	ESTIMATED COST



The fiscal impact of BR 429 is indeterminable.  Provisions in this legislation would likely affect most of the 793 paid and volunteer fire departments throughout the state.  However, it is not known how many fire trucks would be affected by provisions of the bill.


Fire trucks are registered as "official" vehicles with the Department of Vehicle Registration, thus fall into a category that includes all types of government vehicles.  Fire departments have larger pumper trucks (the type apparently covered under this legislation), tankers, ladder trucks, and smaller rescue and mini-pumpers.  For example, in addition to other equipment, the Hazard Fire Department has two pumpers, one rescue mini-pumper; the Elizabethtown Fire Department has two pumpers; the Anchorage Fire Department has two pumpers; the Middlesboro Fire Department has three pumpers; and the Nicholasville Fire Department has two pumpers and one rescue/pumper.


In addition to the actual cost of the inspection, BR 429 would have a workload impact on local governments that own fire trucks.  Section 2 of the measure stipulates that fire trucks are to be inspected annually at any of Kentucky's weigh stations or arrangements have to be made for on-site inspections.  Thus, fire officials would have to drive to weigh stations in their regions or make arrangements for the on-site inspections.  There are 18 weigh stations in Kentucky; mostly on interstate highways.


According to Lt. Joe England of the Division of Motor Vehicle Enforcement, "official" vehicles in the state are exempt from federal motor safety inspections conducted on commercial-type trucks traveling Kentucky's highways.  The premise is that Kentucky governments would have vehicular safety policies in force and would be aware of their responsibilities when it comes to official vehicle upkeep.  Various sources indicated that no state agency currently has the responsibility of inspecting and certifying fire trucks.

	DATA SOURCE(S)
	LRC staff; Don Smith, Commission on Fire Protection Personnel Standards and Education; Lt. Joe England, Division of Motor Vehicle Enforcement; Department of Vehicle Registration; Internet fire department Web sites 
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