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AN ACT relating to safety inspections.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 281.011 is amended to read as follows:

As used in this chapter, unless the context requires otherwise:

(1)
The term "carrier" or "motor carrier" means any person who owns, controls, operates, manages, or leases, except persons leasing to authorized carriers, any motor vehicle for the transportation of persons or property for hire upon any highway, and any person who engages in the business of U-Drive-It. It shall include common and contract carriers by motor vehicle, city and suburban buses, holders of nonprofit bus certificates, driveaways and U-Drive-Its;

(2)
The term "motor vehicle" means any motor propelled vehicle used for the transportation of persons or property on a public highway, including any[ such] vehicle operated as a unit in combination with other vehicles, and including vehicles propelled by electric power obtained from overhead wires whether operating over rails or otherwise;

(3)
The term "fire apparatus" means a motorized vehicle specifically designed to perform fire fighting operations, equipped with a pump having a minimum capacity of pumping two hundred fifty (250) gallons per minute and with sufficient space to carry fire hose and other fire suppression equipment, and it shall also mean a mobile water supply fire apparatus;
(4)
The term "common carrier" means any person who holds himself out to the general public to engage in the transportation by motor vehicle of persons or property in intrastate or interstate commerce over regular or irregular routes, except that the holder of a nonprofit bus certificate shall not be construed to be a common carrier;

(5)[(4)]
The term "irregular route common carrier" means any person who holds himself out to the general public to engage in the transportation of persons or property by motor vehicle over irregular routes in intrastate or interstate commerce;

(6)[(5)]
The term "contract carrier" means any person who, under individual contracts or agreements, engages in the transportation by motor vehicle of passengers or property in interstate or intrastate commerce;

(7)[(6)]
The term "driver" or "chauffeur" means the person physically operating the motor vehicle; and

(8)[(7)]
The term "regular seat" means a seat ordinarily and customarily used by one (1) passenger and in determining such seating capacity the manufacturer's rating may be considered.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 281 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
All fire apparatus owned or leased by a county or urban-county fire department, a city fire department in cities of the first through sixth class, a volunteer fire department in a county, urban-county, or city of the first through sixth class, or any other organized volunteer fire department registered as a nonprofit corporation, shall be inspected annually. Employees of the department shall conduct the inspection to determine compliance with the minimum vehicle safety equipment standards established under the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations adopted by the United States Department of Transportation as 49 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 393.

(2)
The annual inspection may take place at any of Kentucky's weigh stations. A fire department may request the department to make on-site inspections and the department shall arrange on-site inspections whenever possible.

(3)
If a fire apparatus successfully passes an annual inspection, the department shall issue a decal and supporting document attesting to the successful inspection to the fire department that owns or leases the apparatus. The decal shall be affixed to the front windshield of the fire apparatus. The original or a duplicate copy of the supporting documentation shall be carried in the fire apparatus at all times.

(4)
If a fire apparatus does not successfully pass an annual inspection and is determined to be out of compliance with minimum safety requirements, the department shall issue an out-of-service decal to the fire department that owns or leases the apparatus. The out-of-service decal shall be affixed to the front windshield of the fire apparatus. A fire department may continue to operate a fire apparatus that has been issued an out-of-service decal for a grace period of two (2) weeks from the date the decal is issued. If the problems causing the noncompliance order have not been corrected within the two (2) week grace period, the fire apparatus shall not be operated until the problems causing the noncompliance order have been corrected. The department shall follow the most recent out-of-service criteria established by the Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance and published in the "North American Uniform Out-of-Service Criteria".

(5)
The department may charge a fee that shall not exceed five dollars ($5) for each fire apparatus inspected.

Section 3.   KRS 281.752 is amended to read as follows:

The department shall prescribe and charge a fee, of ten dollars ($10) in each instance, for the issuance of such identifying plates, decals, cards, signs or papers, for the identification of motor vehicles, as defined in KRS 281.011(4), (5) and (6)[(3), (4) and (5)] and KRS 138.655(5) and (7) which vehicles have been qualified for, and have been granted reciprocal privileges in Kentucky in regard to motor vehicle registration fees and highway use taxes. The commissioner may by reciprocal agreement with the proper officials of other jurisdictions waive[ such] fees applicable to residents of[ such] other jurisdictions that[which] afford like privileges to residents of Kentucky.
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