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NOTE SUMMARY

	Fiscal Analysis:
	               Impact
	       X       No Impact
	    Indeterminable Impact

	Level(s) of Impact:
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	               Federal


	Budget Unit(s) Impact
	


	Fund(s) Impact:
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	               Federal
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FISCAL SUMMARY

_____________________________________________________________________________

	Fiscal Estimates
	1997-98
	1998-99
	1999-2000
	Future Annual

Rate of Change

	Revenues (+/-)
	
	
	
	

	Expenditures (+/-)
	
	
	
	

	Net Effect
	
	
	
	


_____________________________________________________________________________

MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  Require that all inspections of long term care facilities be unannounced and repeated no later than 7 to 15 months after the previous inspection.  Increase penalties for violations of the Cabinet for Health Services (CHS) regulations relating to standards of patient care in long term care facilities.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  Amend various sections of KRS Chapter 216 to require all inspections instead of all annual inspections of long-term care facilities to be unannounced; require inspections to be performed no later than 7 to 15 months after the previous inspection; require every long-term care facility to post a sign indicating that state law requires state inspection reports on long-term care facilities to be made available upon request; require the Office of Inspector General be responsible for providing public notice of long-term care facility licensure inspection results; replace certain references to "nursing facility" with "long-term care facility"; increase the civil penalties for Type "A" violations of CHS regulations, standards, and requirements presenting an imminent danger to any resident of a long-term care facility and creating substantial risk that death or serious mental injury or physical harm to a resident will occur; increase the civil penalties for Type "B" violations of CHS regulations, standards and requirements presenting a direct or immediate relationship to the health, safety, or security of any resident but not creating an imminent danger; repeal KRS 216.550 and 216.553. 

HCS - Make technical correction; apply trebling of civil penalties for violating a statute or regulation for which a licensee has received a citation and penalty during the previous 12 months.

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  Per CHS, this legislation contains no state fiscal impact and should help the Office of the Inspector General (OIG) to better focus long term care facility licensure surveys.  Any additional fines will go to the Board of Nursing Incentive Scholarship Fund as do all fines assessed under Nursing Home Reform.
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