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AN ACT relating to a school voucher program.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 157 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Beginning with the 1998-99 school year, any pupil in grades kindergarten to twelfth grade may attend any private school subject to the following:

(a)
The pupil is a member of a family that has a total family income of less than forty-two thousand dollars ($42,000) per year;

(b)
The private school notified the chief state school officer of its intent to participate in the program under this section by May 1 of the previous school year. The notice shall specify the number of pupils participating in the program for which the school has space;
(c)
The private school complies with 42 U.S.C. sec. 2000d regarding nondiscrimination in federally assisted programs; and

(d)
The private school meets all health and safety laws or codes that apply to public schools.

(2)
No more than sixty-five percent (65%) of a private school's enrollment may consist of pupils attending the private school under this section in any school year.

(3)
(a)
The parent or guardian shall submit an application on a form provided by the chief state school officer to the participating private school that the pupil wishes to attend. Within sixty (60) days after receiving the application, the private school shall notify the applicant in writing whether admission has been granted or denied. The private school shall determine which pupils to accept on a random basis, except that the private school may give preference in accepting applications from siblings of pupils accepted on a random basis, and schools may base random selection on an academic entrance baseline determined by the board of the private school.

(b)
If the private school denies admission, the pupil may transfer the application to another participating private school.

(4)
(a)
Upon receipt of proof from the pupil's parent or guardian of the pupil's enrollment in the private school, the chief state school officer shall award annually a grant in the following amount:

1.
For pupils enrolled in the primary program through eighth grade, the cost of tuition at the private school or three thousand dollars ($3,000), whichever is less.

2.
For pupils enrolled in the ninth through twelfth grades, the cost of tuition at the private school or three thousand five hundred dollars ($3,500), whichever is less.

(b)
The chief state school officer shall provide a check to the private school payable to the parent or guardian, who shall restrictively endorse the check for the use of the private school.

(5)
(a)
Each private school participating in the program under this section shall meet the following standards:

1.
At least seventy percent (70%) of the pupils in the program must advance one (1) grade level each year;

2.
The private school's average attendance rate for the pupils in the program must be at least ninety percent (90%);

3.
At least eighty percent (80%) of the pupils in the program must demonstrate significant academic progress by performance, at the median or a higher level on a nationally normed achievement test; and

4.
At least seventy percent (70%) of the families of pupils in the program must meet parent involvement criteria previously established by the private school.

(6)
The Office of Education Accountability shall perform an annual financial and performance evaluation audit of the program and submit copies of the audit report to the Legislative Research Commission. The audit and report shall be based on subsections (2), (3), (4), and (5) of this section relative to attendance, grade level progression, academic progress, and parental involvement. The report shall be submitted to the Kentucky Department of Education four (4) times each school year within thirty (30) days of the close of school's scheduled mid-term, semester, and year end dates.

(7)
The Department of Education shall, in cooperation with the local school board, establish a public information campaign to inform the parents of all eligible pupils about the voucher program's availability.
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