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AN ACT relating to the installation of smoke detectors.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 198B IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

As used in Sections 1 to 4 of this Act:

(1)
"Dwelling unit" means a single-family residence, multiple family residence, and each living unit in a building used for both residential purposes and nonresidential purposes, except that the term shall not mean a mobile or manufactured home as defined in KRS Chapter 227; and

(2)
"Smoke detector" means a device or combination of devices which operate from a power supply in the dwelling unit or at the point of installation for the purpose of detecting visible or invisible particles of combustion. The term shall include smoke detectors approved or listed for the purposes for which they are intended by independent testing facilities, such as, but not limited to, Underwriters Laboratories.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 198B IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Every dwelling unit shall have at least one (1) operable smoke detector installed on every story of the dwelling unit.

(2)
Every structure which:

(a)
Contains more than one (1) dwelling unit; or

(b)
Contains at least one (1) dwelling unit and is a building which is also used for nonresidential purposes;


shall contain at least one (1) smoke detector at the uppermost ceiling of each interior stairwell and in each dwelling unit.
(3)
The owner of a structure shall supply and install all required smoke detectors. The owner shall be responsible for testing and maintaining all smoke detectors, except that in rental units, the tenant shall be responsible after taking possession of the dwelling unit.

(4)
(a)
In a dwelling unit the construction of which began before January 1, 1999, smoke detectors shall either be operated by battery or permanently wired into the structure's AC power line. Smoke detectors in these dwelling units may be interconnected so that when one (1) sounds, all sound.

(b)
In a dwelling unit the construction of which began after January 1, 1999, smoke detectors shall be permanently wired into the structure's AC power line. Smoke detectors in these dwelling units shall be interconnected so that when one (1) sounds, all sound.
(5)
Except for any inspection conducted prior to the issuance of an occupancy permit, officials responsible for the enforcement of Sections 1 to 4 of this Act shall not enter a dwelling unit solely for the purposes of determining compliance with the provisions of Sections 1 to 4 of this Act.

(6)
Evidence of the failure of any property owner to provide an operational smoke detector in a residence as required by this section shall not be admissible in any action for the purpose of determining an aspect of damages. Evidence of the failure of any occupant to properly maintain a smoke detector as required by this section shall not be admissible in any action for the purpose of determining any aspect of damages.

(7)
The office of the state fire marshal may promulgate any administrative regulations necessary to carry out the provisions of Sections 1 to 4 of this Act in accordance with the provisions of KRS Chapter 13A. This authority shall include, but not be limited to, promulgating administrative regulations approving testing facilities which approve or list smoke detectors as provided for in Section 1 of this Act.

(8)
The provisions of Sections 1 to 4 of this Act shall not constitute grounds, nor shall any party cite its provisions, for the purpose of offsetting, reducing, or denying the payment of amounts due under any contract for or policy of insurance.

SECTION 3.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 198B IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

Any person who fails to place or maintain a smoke detector according to the provisions of Sections 1 to 4 of this Act shall be fined not more than twenty five dollars ($25).

SECTION 4.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 198B IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

Sections 1 to 4 of this Act may be cited as the Smoke Detector Act.
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