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AN ACT relating to school bus safety.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

(1)
The principal or the principal's designee or other person designated by the local board of education shall be responsible for discipline of the pupils who ride school buses.

(a)
The principal or a designee shall assist the school bus driver with discipline problems reported by the drivers; and

(b)
A bus driver shall report all incidents of discipline matters according to the district and school policies.

(2)
If a pupil's conduct on the bus makes it unsafe for the bus to continue on its route, it shall be the duty of the bus driver to:

(a)
Make a determination as to the potential danger to other pupils on the bus; and 

(b)
Take action by:

1.
Requesting that the pupil stop engaging in the prohibited conduct; or

2.
Ordering the pupil to leave the bus; or

3.
Ejecting the pupil from the bus or sending for assistance if the pupil fails to comply with the driver's order or request.

Ejecting a pupil from the bus shall only be done in the most extreme cases.

The bus driver shall report the ejection of any pupil from a bus as quickly as is

practicable to the principal of the pupil's school or the school superintendent 

or designee and to the parent or guardian of the child.

(3)
A bus driver shall report to the principal or the designee any pupil who creates a serious safety or discipline problem or a pupil who is persistent in causing discipline problems.

(4)
A pupil as described in subsection (3) of this section may be forbidden from riding the bus until the problem is resolved. A pupil whose bus riding privileges have been suspended shall not be allowed on the bus again until the driver receives written authorization from the principal or the designee.

(5)
A pupil who physically assaults or threatens a bus driver or another pupil while on the bus or at the bus stop shall be immediately suspended by the principal, and a due process hearing scheduled within three (3) days of the action. The findings of the hearing may lead to either suspension or expulsion from school under the provisions of KRS 158.150.

(6)
Each school district shall have a plan of intervention for serious discipline problems on school buses. At the district's expense, all bus drivers shall be annually provided training in how to deal with unsafe and aggressive actions of pupils on buses. 
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