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AN ACT relating to dog licensing.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 258.095 is amended to read as follows:

As used in KRS 258.095 to 258.365 and subsections (3) and (4) of KRS 258.990, unless the context requires otherwise:

(1)
"Department" means the Department of Agriculture;

(2)
"Commissioner" means the Commissioner of Agriculture;

(3)
"Committee" means the advisory committee created by KRS 258.115;

(4)
"Dog" means any member of the canine family, four (4)[six (6)] months of age or over;

(5)
"Owner," when applied to the proprietorship of a dog, includes every person having a right of property in the dog and every person who keeps or harbors the dog, or has it in his care, or permits it to remain on or about premises owned or occupied by him;

(6)
"Livestock" includes horses, stallions, colts, geldings, mares, sheep, rams, lambs, bulls, bullocks, steers, heifers, cows, calves, mules, jacks, jennets, burros, goats, kids, swine and confined and domesticated hares and rabbits;

(7)
"Poultry" includes all domesticated fowl and all game birds which are legally kept in captivity;

(8)
"Kennel" means any establishment where dogs are kept for the purpose of breeding, sale, show or sporting purposes, and which is so constructed that dogs cannot stray therefrom;

(9)
"Livestock fund" means the fund created by KRS 258.125 for the purpose of administering its provisions.

Section 2.   KRS 258.135 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Upon the effective date of this Act[On or before July 1, 1954, and on or before July 1 of each year thereafter], the owner of any dog four (4)[six (6)] months old or over shall apply to the dog warden of the county in which he resides for a license for each dog owned or kept by him, if the dog is not licensed on the effective date of this Act. The application shall be accompanied by a license fee of one dollar and fifty cents ($1.50) for each dog. [Any license issued for the year of 1954 before July 1, 1954, shall be effective until July 1, 1955.] Dog wardens shall be agents of the Commonwealth in the collection of the license fees provided for herein, unless the department determines, with the approval of the Governor, to issue all licenses either directly or through other agents. For services rendered in collecting and paying over the fee, dog wardens shall be allowed to retain the sum of twenty-five cents ($0.25) for each license. The balance of the license fee collected shall be paid to the department on or before the fifteenth day of each next succeeding month and shall be credited to the livestock fund. If the committee finds it to be in the interest of maximum enforcement of this chapter to permit certain other portions of the license fee to be retained by the respective counties for use in enforcement, the department may allow these portions of the license fee to be so retained by the counties.

(2)
(a)
Upon the effective date of this Act, dog licenses shall be issued annually[Any county may choose to issue the license] in conjunction with effective dates of a valid rabies vaccination, as required in KRS 258.015[ provided the dog shall be licensed each fiscal year].

(b)
Any dog owner whose dog is exempt from having a rabies vaccination under the exemptions provided by KRS 258.025(1) and 258.035 shall still obtain a license for any dog that otherwise would be required to be licensed.
Section 3.   KRS 258.145 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
A dog license bearing a serial number and[ such] other information that[as] will properly identify the dog shall be issued on a form prescribed and supplied by the department[ and shall be void on July 1, of the following year]. Upon issuance of the license, the owner shall be furnished a tag prescribed and supplied by the department bearing a serial number corresponding with the serial number of the license, and stamped by the dog warden or agent with the date of issuance, which date shall be in conjunction with the effective date of a valid rabies vaccination. If a license or tag is lost, a duplicate shall be issued at a charge determined by the department. The department may, if the committee deems[ such] a plan practical, arrange for the tattooing of dogs under a system whereby tattoo marks[ shall] serve as proof of licensing in the event a tag is lost or is removed for good reason by a dog owner or keeper, but[ such] tattooing shall be done only upon the request of the owner or keeper. 

(2)
The tag shall be affixed to a substantial collar furnished by the owner which shall be kept on the dog at all times, and only the owner or his authorized agent shall remove the collar with attached tag from any dog. 

(3)
No license or tag issued for one dog shall be transferable to another dog except as provided in KRS 258.165. 

(4)
Except when a tattoo is used, any dog not bearing a tag shall prima facie be deemed to be unlicensed, and in any proceedings under this chapter the burden of proof of the fact that a dog has been licensed shall be on the owner of the dog.

Section 4.   KRS 258.155 is amended to read as follows:

Any person becoming the owner of a dog which has not already been licensed or[after July 1 of any year, and the owner of any dog] which becomes four (4)[six (6)] months old [after July 1 of any year ]shall[ forthwith] apply for and procure a license and tag for his dog in the same manner as the annual license is obtained.
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