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Summary of Legislation:

	Amends sections to include anyone responding or fighting a fire as criteria for Arson I. Adds the criteria to Arson II to include a building that is occupied or inhabited. Adds the defense that property was burned by the owner for a lawful purpose and increases the penalty from a Class D to a Class C for Arson III. Creates a new section for Arson IV, a Class D felony.


Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups):

	In this proposed bill the criteria for the penalties for each degree of arson have been reduced except for Arson I. Arson II  states that both serious physical injury must occur and that insurance is a factor. The people currently convicted of Arson II, a Class B felony, would then be convicted of Arson III a Class C felony. The people convicted of the current  Arson III  a Class C felony, would then be convicted of Arson IV which is a Class D felony. 

For the past three years an average of 15 people were admitted each year for Arson II, currently a Class B felony with a median sentence of 10 years. Under the proposed law, these people would then be convicted of Arson III, a Class C felony, with a median sentence of 5 years, a difference of 1 year in parole eligibility and 3.75 years to serve out.  Assuming (25%) or 4 inmates are paroled, they will be paroled 1 year early. Assuming (75%) or 6 inmates serve out , they would serve out 3.75 years early.

An average of  37 inmates are admitted each year for Arson III and there would not be a change in penalty. 


Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted):

	The Fiscal Impact would start in FY2000 with a cost savings of $89,051.

The Fiscal Impact in FY2001 would be a cost savings of  $91,633.

The Fiscal Impact in FY2002 would be a cost savings of $94,291.


Overall Impact to Agency (Major, Minor, No Impact):
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