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AN ACT relating to school report cards.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 158.6453 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The Kentucky Board of Education shall be responsible for creating and implementing a statewide, primarily performance-based assessment program to ensure school accountability for student achievement of the goals set forth in KRS 158.645. The statewide assessment program shall not include measurement of a student's ability to become a self-sufficient individual or to become a responsible member of a family, work group, or community. The program shall be implemented as early as the 1993-94 school year but no later than the 1995-96 school year. The board shall also be responsible for administering an interim testing program to assess student skills in reading, mathematics, writing, science, and social studies in grades four (4), eight (8), and twelve (12). The tests shall be designed to provide the state with national comparisons and shall be the same as, or similar to those used by the National Assessment of Educational Progress. The interim testing program shall begin during the 1991-92 school year and shall be administered to a sample of students representative of each school and the state as a whole. The test scores shall be used, along with other factors described in KRS 158.6451, to establish a baseline for determining school success during the 1993-94 school year.

(2)
Upon July 13, 1990, the state board shall contract with three (3) or more authorities in the field of performance assessment to design the specifications for the interim and full-scale statewide assessment development effort. The bid specifications shall include requirements that the successful bidder:

(a)
Direct the development of the interim and full-scale assessment program; and

(b)
Direct the development of the formula to be used to determine successful schools pursuant to KRS 158.6455.


The assessment authorities shall review the bids and make a recommendation to the board. The authorities shall have no pecuniary interest with the successful bidder.

(3)
In addition to statewide testing for the purpose of determining school success, the board shall have the responsibility of assisting local school districts and schools in developing and using continuous assessment strategies needed to assure student progress.

(4)
The Kentucky Board of Education shall promulgate an administrative regulation establishing the components of a school report card to clearly communicate with parents and the public about school performance. The school report card shall be sent to the parents of the students of the district and a summary of the results for the district shall be published in the newspaper with the largest circulation in the county. It shall include, but not be limited to, the following components reported by race, gender, and disability when appropriate:
(a)
Student academic achievement including the results from each of the assessments administered under this section;

(b)
Nonacademic achievement including the school's attendance, retention, dropout rates, and student transition to adult life;

(c)
School learning environment including measures of parental involvement; and

(d)
School safety including the number of incidents involving drugs or alcohol, violence, weapons, and destruction of school property; the number of students placed in alternative schools; and the number of students suspended and expelled.
(5)
By October 1 of each year, local boards of education shall publish in the newspaper with the largest circulation in the county an annual performance report on district accomplishments and activities pertaining to performance goals including, but not limited to, retention rates and student performance, the districts' goals for the succeeding year, and other items as may be set forth in Kentucky Board of Education administrative regulations.
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