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AN ACT relating to establishing Native American Indian Month in Kentucky.

WHEREAS, several states across the country have established a special observance to celebrate a strong, proud people with a deep faith in nature and its awesome power and an indomitable spirit that has allowed them to always persevere; and

WHEREAS, Native American Indians are so important to our state's history that they were even responsible for naming this Land of Plenty, Kentucke; and

WHEREAS, even today, Kentucky is home to more than 6,000 Native American Indians; and

WHEREAS, Native American Indians have played a vital role in the life of our Commonwealth, and their many contributions have enhanced the freedom, prosperity, and greatness of Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky is committed to remembering these contributions and to honoring the unique heritage of our state's first inhabitants; and

WHEREAS, as we enter the next century, the Commonwealth of Kentucky has an exciting opportunity to open a new era of understanding, cooperation, and respect among all Kentuckians; and

WHEREAS, a special observance would reflect our Commonwealth's commitment to the Native American Indians as an integral part of the social, political, and economic fabric of the state of Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, a special observance would embody the fundamental belief of  Kentuckians that people of widely varied and diverse cultural backgrounds must stand united together to make this great Commonwealth strong;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 2 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The month of November of each year shall be observed in Kentucky as "Native American Indian Month" and during this month schools, clubs, and civic and religious organizations are encouraged to recognize the contributions of Native American Indians with suitable ceremony and fellowship designed to promote greater understanding and brotherhood between Native American Indians and the non-Native American Indian people of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

(2)
The Governor shall, prior to the first day of November of each year, issue a proclamation inviting and urging the people of the Commonwealth to observe Native American Indian Month with suitable ceremony and fellowship.

(3)
The Kentucky Department of Education, Kentucky Heritage Council, and the Native American Heritage Commission established by Executive Order 96-272 shall, within the limits of funds available for this purpose, make information available to all people of this Commonwealth regarding Native American Indian Month and the observance thereof.
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