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COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY

STATE FISCAL NOTE STATEMENT
	GENERAL ASSEMBLY
	LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH COMMISSION

	1998 REGULAR SESSION
	1996-97 INTERIM


MEASURE

	(X) 98 BR No.
	933
	
	(X)
	House
	Bill No.
	81/GA


	() Resolution No.
	
	
	() Amendment No.
	


	SUBJECT/TITLE
	AN ACT relating to crimes and punishments.


	SPONSOR
	Representative Bob DeWeese


NOTE SUMMARY

	Fiscal Analysis:
	               Impact
	               No Impact
	     X    Indeterminable Impact

	Level(s) of Impact:
	        X        State
	          X           Local
	               Federal


	Budget Unit(s) Impact
	


	Fund(s) Impact:
	       X    General
	                Road
	               Federal


	
	                     Restricted Agency (Type)
	               (Other)


FISCAL SUMMARY

______________________________________________________________________________

	Fiscal Estimates
	1997-98
	1998-99
	1999-2000
	Future Annual

Rate of Change

	Revenues (+/-)
	Indeterminable
	Indeterminable
	Indeterminable
	Indeterminable

	Expenditures (+/-)
	Indeterminable
	Indeterminable
	Indeterminable
	Indeterminable

	Net Effect
	Indeterminable
	Indeterminable
	Indeterminable
	Indeterminable


______________________________________________________________________________

MEASURE'S PURPOSE:

HB 81/GA amends KRS 525.010 to define service animals; creates new sections of KRS Chapter 525 that defines first degree and second degree assault on a service animal; makes first degree assault on a service animal a Class D felony and second degree assault a Class B Misdemeanor; makes assault on a service animal applicable whether the animal is on or off duty; permits courts to order a defendant convicted of a violation of these provisions to make restitution to the person or agency owning the animal for any veterinary bills, replacement costs of the animal, if disabled or killed, and the salary of the animal handler for the period of time his services are lost to the agency or self-employment; establishes provisions whereby a person shall not be convicted of assault on a service animal.  

PROVISION/MECHANICS:

HB 81/GA amends KRS 525.010 to define service animals; creates new sections of KRS Chapter 525 that defines first degree and second degree assault on a service animal; makes first degree assault on a service animal a Class D felony and second degree assault a Class B Misdemeanor; makes assault on a service animal applicable whether the animal is on or off duty; permits courts to order a defendant convicted of a violation of these provisions to make restitution to the person or agency owning the animal for any veterinary bills, replacement costs of the animal, if disabled or killed, and the salary of the animal handler for the period of time his services are lost to the agency or self-employment; establishes provisions whereby a person shall not be convicted of assault on a service animal.  

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  

The sentence for a Class D felony is imprisonment in a state penitentiary for at least 1 year, but not more than 5 years.  Class D felons may be classified to serve their sentences in minimum, medium, or maximum security facilities.  Because the number of convictions for first and/or second degree assaults on a service animal is unforeseeable, the associated costs with this Legislation are indeterminable.  However, the average cost to house a felon in a state institution is $14,433 per year or  $39.43 per day.  A Class D felon may be eligible for parole within 4 months, in which case, the cost would be $4,800 per inmate to serve out 4 months.

The Department of Corrections estimates 2 additional inmates will enter the system per year as a result of this legislation.  Assuming the average cost to house and inmate remains the same and 2 additional inmates enter the system each year as a result of the legislation, the fiscal impact would be as follows:

Average Annual Cost to Serve Out Full Sentence = $28,900

Average Annual Cost to Serve Out 4 Months Based on Parole = $9,600

A Class B Misdemeanor carries a maximum sentence of less than 90 days and the cost for incarcerating misdemeanants is a local government cost.

Some savings could be realized by the state resulting from court ordered restitution for veterinary bills, replacement costs of the animal, and/or the salary of the animal handler for the time his/her services are lost to the state agency.  However without knowing the number of convictions and the amount of restitution that may be ordered by the courts or the amounts that would be collected, it is not possible to determine the amount of savings.

Based on the assumption that two additional inmates will enter the system per year,potential cost and savings resulting from this Act would be minimal.
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