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AN ACT relating to parent and child education.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 158.360 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The State Board for Adult and Technical Education shall approve grants and authorize the Department for Adult Education and Literacy to disburse funds[grants] to selected local educational agencies, public or private nonprofit agencies, postsecondary educational institutions, and other institutions that have the ability to provide model family- literacy services to adults and families. The programs shall be known as Parent and Child Education for Family Independence programs[school districts in areas of greatest educational and economic need, for developing and providing model programs of instruction for preschool children and their parents].

(2)
The programs shall:

(a)
Provide parents with instruction in basic academic skills, life skills which include parenting skills, and employability skills;

(b)
Provide the children with developmentally appropriate educational activities; 

(c)
Provide planned high-quality educational experiences requiring interaction between parents and their children; 

(d)
Be of sufficient intensity and duration to help move families to self-sufficiency and break the cycle of undereducation and poverty; and 

(e)
Be designed to reduce duplication with other educational providers to ensure high quality and efficient services;


The programs may operate on a year round basis[Parents participating shall be instructed in basic academic skills, while their preschoolers work with an early childhood specialist on developmental skills].

(3)
Eligible participants shall be[Parenting skills and other planned, structured activities involving parents and children shall be a part of the curriculum.

(4)
Only] those parents who are sixteen (16)[have a preschool child three (3)] years of age or older,[ who is] not enrolled in a regular secondary[public] school program, and who do not possess a high school credential,[diploma or its equivalent] or who have a high school credential but function below a twelfth grade level and their children, age zero (0) to eight (8) years[test below an eleventh grade level shall be eligible].

(4)[(5)]
Priority in the selection of[Local education agencies shall be given first priority for funds if the percentage of adults not graduating from high school exceeds fifty percent (50%) in the county or district. Selection for] grant awards shall be based on the county's low level of literacy in[educational need of] the adult population, high numbers[the incidence] of unemployed[unemployment], and high levels of poverty[the percentage of elementary school children eligible for free or reduced priced meals in the county or district. Priority shall also be given to local education agencies implementing family resource centers pursuant to KRS 156.497 and located in counties implementing the job opportunities and basic skills program as established by the federal Family Support Act of 1988].

(5)
A minimum of five percent (5%) of the funds appropriated to support the Parent and Child Education for Family Independence statewide effort shall be retained by the Department for Adult Education and Literacy to provide a statewide professional staff development program[

(6)
Each grant proposal shall include a plan for providing the following:

(a)
Identification and recruitment of eligible participants;

(b)
Screening and preparation of parents and children for participation to include testing, referral to necessary counseling, and related services;

(c)
Transportation, lunch, and free general education development testing for program participants;

(d)
Instructional programs that promote adult basic academic skills, equip parents to provide the needed support for the education and growth of their children, and prepare children for success in regular programs;

(e)
Certification of the eligibility and enrollment of a minimum of ten (10) with a maximum of fifteen (15) parents with their children;

(f)
Coordination with family resource centers pursuant to KRS 156.497, preschool programs for children at risk of educational failure pursuant to KRS 157.3175, and preschool programs for children with disabilities pursuant to KRS 157.226; and

(g)
Coordination with the job opportunities and basic skills program established pursuant to the federal Family Support Act of 1988.

(7)
Local education agencies may blend this program with other programs if the grant proposal meets all criteria set out in subsection (6) and if funds from the blended programs are not allocated for duplicative services and enrollment numbers are not duplicated in the blended programs].
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