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AN ACT restoration of the American Chestnut tree in Kentucky.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 149 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The General Assembly finds that the American Chestnut was once one of the grandest, most abundant, and important trees in Kentucky and the eastern hardwood forest. The beautiful, straight-grained, light, easily worked, and water-resistant wood was unexcelled for many uses. Its fine-flavored nuts fed wildlife, humans, and livestock and provided a major cash crop for many Appalachian families. The chestnut blight wiped-out the American Chestnut in the first part of the nineteenth century, leaving only a very few apparently healthy trees and some blight-susceptible sprouts. The General Assembly further finds that advances in our understanding of genetics and plant breeding, and new laboratory techniques make the comeback of one of America's greatest trees possible. The General Assembly finds that the public good would be abundantly served by bringing the American Chestnut back to Kentucky.

(2)
The Kentucky Division of Forestry, the University of Kentucky Department of Forestry, and other state-affiliated forestry programs are directed to promote the restoration of the American Chestnut tree.

(3)
The Kentucky Division of Forestry is directed to acquire resistant strains of the American Chestnut or, if that is not possible, to acquire resistant varieties of hybrid chestnuts with predominantly American Chestnut traits, and to provide them to landowners and encourage their planting on state property.

(4)
The Kentucky Division of Forestry, the University of Kentucky Forestry Department, and other state-affiliated forestry programs are directed to join in efforts to select or develop strains of the American Chestnut that are resistant to the chestnut blight.
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