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AN ACT relating to highway safety.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 189.337 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
As used in this chapter "official traffic control devices" shall mean all signs, signals, markings, and devices placed or erected by authority of a public body or official having jurisdiction, for the purpose of regulating, warning, or dividing traffic.

(2)
The Department of Highways shall promulgate and adopt a manual of standards and specifications for a uniform system of official traffic control devices for use upon all roads and streets. The manual and its future revisions and supplements shall be applicable to all roads and streets under the control of the Department of Highways or any county or incorporated city.

(3)
All traffic control devices installed on any road or street after the adoption of the manual shall conform to its[the] provisions[ thereof]. Satisfactory operating traffic devices in use on the date of the adoption of the manual may continue to be used; however, if the[such] devices are replaced or revised, they must be replaced or revised in conformance with the provisions of the manual.

(4)
The Department of Highways shall adopt a manual of standards for temporary traffic control in highway work zones. The standards in the manual shall be used when the ordinary flow of traffic is interrupted on a public highway as a result of creating a work zone.

(5)
Flaggers signaling directions at a highway work zone shall comply with the standards set forth pursuant to subsection (4) of this section.

(6)
The Labor Cabinet shall establish a flagger certification program using trainers to teach safe flagging procedures. Trainers shall be knowledgeable of the manual developed pursuant to subsection (4) of this section.

(7)
The Transportation Cabinet shall develop and conduct a mandatory training program for all engineers and contract compliance inspectors working on state highway construction projects. The purpose of the training is to ensure that engineers and contract compliance inspectors are knowledgeable of and are able to enforce all safety statutes and administrative regulations relating to highway projects.
Section 2.   KRS 189.231 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The secretary of transportation may install and maintain traffic control devices upon state-maintained highways in a[such] manner as is reasonably necessary to promote the safety and convenience of the traveling public.

(2)
(a)
The driver of any vehicle shall obey the instructions of any official traffic control device applicable thereto unless otherwise directed by a traffic or police officer, subject to the exceptions granted the driver of an authorized emergency vehicle.

(b)
The driver of a vehicle shall obey the instructions of a flagger who is attired in a brightly colored or retro-reflective warning garment and who is directing traffic at or near a highway work zone with the aid of flags, signs, paddles, or lights.
(3)
The secretary of transportation may restrict or regulate traffic upon state-maintained highways in[ such] a manner as is reasonably necessary to promote the safety of the traveling public.
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