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AN ACT relating to watercraft.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 235.010 is amended to read as follows:

As used in this chapter, unless the context clearly requires a different meaning:

(1)
"Vessel" means every description of watercraft, other than a seaplane on the water;

(2)
"Motorboat" means any vessel propelled by machinery, whether or not such machinery is the principal source of propulsion, except for the following:

(a)
Boats or vessels propelled totally by a direct current battery-powered motor when used on private waters; and

(b)
Boats propelled by human power employing the use of hand or foot operation;

(3)
"Owner" means a person, other than a lienholder, having the property in or title to a motorboat. The term includes a person entitled to the use or possession of a motorboat subject to an interest in another person, reserved or created by agreement and securing payment or performance of an obligation, but the term excludes a lessee under a lease not intended as security;

(4)
"Personal watercraft" means a vessel that uses an internal combustion engine to power a jet pump for its primary source of propulsion and is designed to be operated by a person sitting, standing, or kneeling on the vessel rather than to be operated by a person sitting or standing inside the vessel.

(5)
"Waters of this state" means any waters within the territorial limits of this state;

(6)[(5)]
"Person" means an individual, partnership, firm, corporation, association, or other entity;

(7)[(6)]
"Operate" means to navigate or otherwise use a motorboat or a vessel;

(8)[(7)]
"Cabinet" means the Tourism Cabinet;

(9)[(8)]
"Department" means the Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources;

(10)[(9)]
"License" and "certificate of number" as used in this chapter[herein] are synonymous;

(11)[(10)]
"Clerk" means county clerk;

(12)[(11)]
"Division of Water Patrol" means the Division of Water Patrol, Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources within the Tourism Cabinet;

(13)[(12)]
"Title" means the certificate of title; and

(14)[(13)]
"Commissioner" means the commissioner of the Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 235 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
A person shall not operate a motorboat or personal watercraft, as defined in Section 1 of this Act, over ten (10) horsepower on the public waters of the Commonwealth without liability coverage in effect on the vessel.

(2)
The minimum amounts of insurance to be carried on each motorboat or personal watercraft shall be liability coverage of not less than twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000) for all damages arising out of bodily injury sustained by any one (1) person, and not less than fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) for all damages arising out of bodily injury sustained by all persons injured as a result of any one (1) accident, plus liability coverage of not less than ten thousand dollars ($10,000) for all damages arising out of damage to or destruction of property, including the loss of use thereof, as a result of any one (1) accident arising out of ownership, maintenance, use, loading, or unloading of the insured vessel.
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