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	SUBJECT/TITLE
	Probation and parole


	SPONSOR
	Rep. Bob Heleringer


MANDATE SUMMARY

	Unit of Government:
	
	City;
	X
	County;
	X
	Urban County Government


Program/

	Office(s) Impacted:
	 Probation and parole officers, fiscal courts.


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	
	Optional


Effect on

	Powers & Duties
	
	Modifies Existing
	X
	Adds New
	
	Eliminates Existing


PURPOSE/MECHANICS

This bill allows all counties to run a probation and parole system.  Currently, only counties containing a city of the first or second class may operate a probation and parole system for those who have committed misdemeanors.  Participants in the probation and parole system pay a monthly fee to the system to defray its cost of operation.

	FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
	ESTIMATED COST


The effect of this bill is indeterminable.  It is not possible to determine how many counties would choose to operate such a program.  Currently, there is only one program of this type in operation, in Fayette County.  The Director of this program states that the current budget for his office is $323,000.  Of that figure, $90,000 may come from participant fees.  The rest of the funding comes from an appropriation from the Urban-County Government.

Mr. Paddock does point out that apart from the fees raised for the probation program, that a probation program can also generates fees for other governmental units.  In Fayette County, the Probation Program is also responsible for work release fees and restitution fees.  The Adult Probation Program generates approximately $10,000 to $15,000 per year in work release fees for the Fayette County Detention Center.  The program does cost a county government, it is not self-supporting; however, it can generate some money for its own operations and money for other governmental entities.

Because it is impossible to say how many counties will institute a probation program for misdemeanants it is impossible to determine how many programs will be created by this bill.  Further, each program will have varying incomes from fees and will generate varying amounts of income from work release or restitution programs.  Therefore, it is not possible to determine an average cost for a program.  It is also impossible to state with any certainty how much cost, state-wide, adult probation programs such as Fayette County's would cost local governments.

	DATA SOURCE(S)
	Bob Paddock, Adult Probation Program, Fayette County


	PREPARER
	Joe Pinczewski-Lee
	REVIEW
	
	DATE
	


Page 1

