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AN ACT proposing an amendment to Sections 117, 119, and 122 of the Constitution of Kentucky relating to the selection of justices and judges of the Court of Justice.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   It is proposed that Section 117 of the Constitution of Kentucky be amended to read as follows:


(1)  Justices of the Supreme Court and judges of the Court of Appeals shall initially be appointed from their respective districts on a nonpartisan basis as provided by law.

(2)  Appointments shall be made in the manner specified in Section 118.


(3)  Appointments shall be subject to the advice and consent of the Senate. Appointees may serve until the next regular or extraordinary session of the General Assembly, at which time approval shall be given or shall be denied.


(4)  If the Senate declines to approve an appointee, he shall forfeit his office forthwith and a vacancy shall be declared.


(5)  The name of a person whom the Senate has declined to approve shall not be resubmitted for any judgeship for a period of five (5) years.


(6)  Justices of the[ Supreme Court and judges of the Court of Appeals,] Circuit and District Court shall be elected from their respective districts or circuits on a nonpartisan basis as provided by law.


(7)  Each justice or judge appointed and confirmed to the Supreme Court or the Court of Appeals under this section shall hold office for the term for which he was appointed, unless removed from office as provided by this constitution.


(8)  Prior to the holding of the general election next preceding the expiration of his term of office, any justice or judge of the Supreme Court or the Court of Appeals whose office is subject to the provisions of this section may file in the office of the Secretary of State a declaration of candidacy for election to succeed himself. If a declaration is not filed by any justice or judge, the vacancy resulting from the expiration of his term of office shall be filled by appointment as provided in this section. If this declaration is filed, his name shall be submitted at the next general election to the voters eligible to vote within the geographic jurisdiction limit of the district where he serves on a judicial ballot, without party designation, reading:


"Shall Justice or Judge............................................................................................

(Here the name of the justice or judge shall be inserted)

of the.................................................................................................................................

(Here the title of the court shall be inserted)

be retained in office?


Yes ........
No ........

(Mark an "X" in the blank you prefer.)"

If a majority of those voting on the question vote against retaining him in office, upon the expiration of his term of office, a vacancy shall exist which shall be filled by appointment as provided in this section; otherwise, the justice or judge shall, unless removed for cause, remain in office for the number of years after December thirty-first following the election as is provided for the full term of that office, and at the expiration of each term shall be eligible for retention in office by election in the manner prescribed in this section.


(9)  The General Assembly shall by law provide for the procedures for conducting an election pursuant to this section.
Section 2.   It is proposed that Section 119 of the Constitution of Kentucky be amended to read as follows:


Justices of the Supreme Court and judges of the Court of Appeals and circuit court shall severally hold their offices for terms of eight years, and judges of the district court for terms of four years.  All terms commence on the first Monday in January next succeeding the appointment or regular election for the office.  No justice or judge may be deprived of his term of office by redistricting, or by a reduction in the number of justices or judges.

Section 3.   It is proposed that Section 122 of the Constitution of Kentucky be amended to read as follows:


To be eligible to serve as a justice of the Supreme Court or a judge of the Court of Appeals, Circuit Court or District Court a person shall[must] be a citizen of the United States, licensed to practice law in the courts of this Commonwealth, and have been a resident of this Commonwealth and of the district from which he is appointed or elected for two years next preceding his taking office. In addition, to be eligible to serve as a justice of the Supreme Court or judge of the Court of Appeals or Circuit Court a person shall[must] have been a licensed attorney for at least eight years. No district judge shall serve who has not been a licensed attorney for at least two years.

Section 4.   The justices and judges subject to the provisions of this amendment in office at the time of the adoption of this amendment shall remain in office until the expiration of the term of office for which they were elected, unless earlier removed pursuant to law, at which time the provisions of this amendment shall apply.

Section 5.   This amendment shall be submitted to the voters of the Commonwealth for their ratification or rejection at the time and in the manner provided for under Sections 256 and 257 of the Constitution and under KRS 118.415.

Page 1 of 3
BR012200.100-122



