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AN ACT relating to academics in the public schools and declaring an emergency.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 158 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Kentucky Board of Education shall establish a set of statewide academic standards that:

(a)
Focus on academics;

(b)
Are grounded in the core academic disciplines of English, history, geography, civics, mathematics, science, fine arts, and foreign language;

(c)
Are specific enough to be measurable;

(d)
Are manageable given the constraints of time;

(e)
Are rigorous and challenging;

(f)
Are grade specific;

(g)
Combine an emphasis on the knowledge of academic content and skills at all levels and emphasize basic skills at the elementary level;

(h)
Are specific enough to use for curriculum development;

(i)
Are divided into those skills and subject matter that are negotiable and those that are nonnegotiable, except that no less than forty percent (40%) and no more than sixty percent (60%) of the standards shall be nonnegotiable; and

(j)
Are written in clear and concise language that is understandable to the lay person.
(2)
The Kentucky Board of Education shall adopt content guidelines that are tied to the academic standards described in subsection (1) of this section to be used for the development of curricula and statewide assessment. The content guidelines shall cover the academic disciplines listed in subsection (1) of this section.
(3)
The content guidelines shall be identified by grade level to provide educators with assistance in determining content to be mastered at each level of schooling.
(4)
The content guidelines shall include an emphasis on the great achievements of western civilization, with special attention to American culture and politics, and shall contain an emphasis on the individuals who have influenced history, the chronology of historical development, and the ideas and traditions upon which American civilization rests.

Section 2.   KRS 158.6451 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The General Assembly finds, declares, and establishes that:

(a)
Schools shall expect a high level of achievement of all students.

(b)
Schools shall develop their students' ability to:

1.
Use basic communication and mathematics skills for purposes and situations they will encounter throughout their lives;

2.
Apply core concepts and principles from mathematics, the sciences, the arts, the humanities, social studies, and practical living studies to situations they will encounter throughout their lives;

3.
Become a self-sufficient individual;

4.
Become responsible members of a family, work group, or community, including demonstrating effectiveness in community service;

5.
Think and solve problems in school situations and in a variety of situations they will encounter in life; and

6.
Connect and integrate experiences and new knowledge from all subject matter fields with what they have previously learned and build on past learning experiences to acquire new information through various media sources.

(c)
Schools shall increase their students' rate of school attendance.

(d)
Schools shall reduce their students' dropout and retention rates.

(e)
Schools shall reduce physical and mental health barriers to learning.

(f)
Schools shall be measured on the proportion of students who make a successful transition to work, post-secondary education, and the military.

(2)
The Kentucky Board of Education shall disseminate to local school districts and schools a model curriculum framework which is directly tied to the goals, academic standards and content guidelines developed under Section 1 of this Act[outcomes], and assessment strategies developed pursuant to this section and KRS 158.645 and 158.6453. The framework shall contain an emphasis on content areas to be covered in the academic disciplines of English, history, geography, civics, mathematics, science, fine arts, and foreign language and provide direction to local districts and schools as they develop their curriculum. The framework shall identify teaching and assessment strategies, instructional material resources, ideas on how to incorporate the resources of the community, a directory of model teaching sites, and alternative ways of using school time.

Section 3.   KRS 158.6453 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The Kentucky Board of Education shall be responsible for creating and implementing a statewide, primarily performance-based assessment program to ensure school accountability for student achievement of the goals set forth in KRS 158.645 and to meet the academic standards developed under Section (1) of this Act. The statewide assessment program shall include the measurement of student skills and subject matter knowledge in the academic disciplines of English, history, geography, civics, mathematics, science, fine arts, and foreign language, but shall not include measurement of a student's ability to become a self-sufficient individual or to become a responsible member of a family, work group, or community. The program shall be implemented as early as the 1993-94 school year but no later than the 1995-96 school year. The board shall also be responsible for administering an interim testing program to assess student skills in reading, mathematics, writing, science, and social studies in grades four (4), eight (8), and twelve (12). The tests shall be designed to provide the state with national comparisons and shall be the same as, or similar to those used by the National Assessment of Educational Progress. The interim testing program shall begin during the 1991-92 school year and shall be administered to a sample of students representative of each school and the state as a whole. The test scores shall be used, along with other factors described in KRS 158.6451, to establish a baseline for determining school success during the 1993-94 school year.

(2)
Upon July 13, 1990, the state board shall contract with three (3) or more authorities in the field of performance assessment to design the specifications for the interim and full-scale statewide assessment development effort. The bid specifications shall include requirements that the successful bidder:

(a)
Direct the development of the interim and full-scale assessment program; and

(b)
Direct the development of the formula to be used to determine successful schools pursuant to KRS 158.6455.


The assessment authorities shall review the bids and make a recommendation to the board. The authorities shall have no pecuniary interest with the successful bidder.

(3)
In addition to statewide testing for the purpose of determining school success, the board shall have the responsibility of assisting local school districts and schools in developing and using continuous assessment strategies needed to assure student progress.

(4)
By October 1 of each year, local boards of education shall publish in the newspaper with the largest circulation in the county an annual performance report on district accomplishments and activities pertaining to performance goals including, but not limited to, retention rates and student performance, the districts' goals for the succeeding year, and other items as may be set forth in Kentucky Board of Education administrative regulations.

Section 4.   The Governor shall appoint a task force to develop the academic standards under Section 1 of this Act. The task force shall be composed of education professionals, representatives of key stakeholders in the educational system, business and civic leaders and organizations representing parents, except that at least sixty percent (60%) of the membership of the task force shall be composed of educational lay persons. The task force members shall be convened within fifteen (15) days of their appointment and not later than June 30, 1998 and shall complete its work by December 31, 1998.

Section 5.   Whereas it is imperative that the task force be appointed so that it may complete its work by December 31, 1998, an emergency is declared to exist, and this Act takes effect upon its passage and approval by the Governor or upon its otherwise becoming law.
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