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AN ACT relating to student attendance.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 157.320 is amended to read as follows:

As used in KRS 157.310 to 157.440, unless the context otherwise requires:

(1)
"Average daily attendance" means the aggregate days attended by pupils in a public school, divided by the actual number of days the school is in session.

(a)
Aggregate days shall include, in addition to the aggregate number of days attended by a pupil who was suspended during a school year, the number of days the pupil was suspended, not to exceed ten (10) days in total for the school year; and
(b)
Aggregate days shall include, in addition to the aggregate number of days attended by a pupil who was expelled for behavioral problems, the number of days the pupil was expelled up to a total of one hundred seventy-five (175) days. This total may extend into the next school year and shall be counted in the average daily attendance for the next year;

(2)
"Base funding level" means a guaranteed amount of revenue per pupil to be provided for each school district, to be used for regular operating and capital expenditures;

(3)
"Board" means the board of education of any county or independent school district;

(4)
"District" means any school district as defined by law;

(5)
"Elementary school" means a school consisting of the primary school program through grade eight (8) as defined in KRS 158.030, or any appropriate combination of grades within this range, as determined by the plan of organization for schools authorized by the district board;

(6)
"Support Education Excellence in Kentucky" means the level of educational services and facilities which is to be provided in each district from the public school fund;

(7)
"Kindergarten full-time equivalent pupil in average daily attendance" means each kindergarten pupil counted no more than one-half (1/2) day in the aggregate days attended by kindergarten pupils in a public school divided by the actual number of days school is in session. Kindergarten is the entry level of the primary program and shall be provided no less than the equivalent of one-half (1/2) day, five (5) days a week for a full school year for each kindergarten pupil;

(8)
"Public school fund" means the fund created by KRS 157.330 for use in financing education in public elementary and secondary schools;

(9)
"Administrative regulations of the Kentucky Board of Education" means those regulations which the Kentucky Board of Education may adopt upon the recommendation and with the advice of the chief state school officer. The chief state school officer shall recommend administrative regulations necessary for carrying out the purposes of KRS 157.310 to 157.440;

(10)
"Experience" means employment as a teacher, other than as a substitute or nursery school teacher, for a minimum of one hundred and forty (140) days during a school year in a public or nonpublic elementary or secondary school or college or university that is approved by the public accrediting authority in the state in which the teaching duties were performed. A teacher who is employed by a board for at least one hundred forty (140) days of a school year and who performs teaching duties for the equivalent of at least seventy (70) full school days during that school year, regardless of the schedule on which those duties were performed, shall be credited with one (1) year of experience. A teacher who is employed by a board for at least one hundred forty (140) days during each of two (2) school years and who performs teaching duties for the equivalent of at least seventy (70) full school days during those years shall be credited with one (1) year of experience. No more than one (1) year of experience shall be credited for the performance of teaching duties during a single school year;[.]
(11)
"Salary schedule summary" means the summary of all salaries paid teachers by the board from the single salary schedule. Teachers shall be grouped by training and experience and by source of funds;

(12)
"Secondary school" means a school consisting of grades seven (7) through twelve (12), or any appropriate combination of grades within this range as determined by the plan of organization for schools authorized by the district board. When grades seven (7) through nine (9) or ten (10) are organized separately as a junior high school, or grades ten (10) through twelve (12) are organized separately as a senior high school and are conducted in separate school plant facilities, each shall be considered a separate secondary school for the purposes of KRS 157.310 to 157.440;

(13)
"Single salary schedule" means a schedule adopted by a local board from which all teachers are paid for one hundred eighty-five (185) days and is based on training, experience, and such other factors as the Kentucky Board of Education may approve and which does not discriminate between salaries paid elementary and secondary teachers. If the budget bill contains a minimum statewide salary schedule, no teacher shall be paid less than the amount specified in the biennial budget salary schedule for the individual teacher's educational qualifications and experience;

(14)
"Teacher" means any regular or special teacher, principal, supervisor, superintendent, assistant superintendent, librarian, director of pupil personnel, or other member of the teaching or professional staff engaged in the service of the public elementary and secondary school for whom certification is required as a condition of employment;

(15)
"Percentage of attendance" means the aggregate days attended by pupils in a public school for the school year divided by the aggregate days' membership of pupils in a public school for the school year; and[.]
(16)
"Middle school" means a school consisting of grades five (5) through eight (8) or any appropriate combination of grades as determined by the plan of organization for schools authorized by the district board.

Section 2.   KRS 157.350 is amended to read as follows:

Each district which meets the following requirements shall be eligible to share in the distribution of funds from the fund to support education excellence in Kentucky:

(1)
Employs and compensates all teachers for not less than one hundred eighty-five (185) days. The Kentucky Board of Education, upon recommendation of the chief state school officer, shall prescribe procedures by which this requirement may be reduced during any year for any district which employs teachers for less than one hundred and eighty-five (185) days, in which case the eligibility of a district for participation in the public school fund shall be in proportion to the length of time teachers actually are employed;

(2)
Operates all schools for a term as provided in KRS 158.070 and administrative regulations of the Kentucky Board of Education. If the school term is less than one hundred eighty-five (185) days for any reason not approved by the Kentucky Board of Education on recommendation of the chief state school officer, the eligibility of a district for participation in the public school fund shall be in proportion to the length of term the schools actually operate;

(3)
Compensates all teachers on the basis of a single salary schedule and in conformity with the provisions of KRS 157.310 to 157.440;

(4)
Includes no nonresident pupils in its average daily attendance, except as follows:[by]
(a)
Pupils listed under a written agreement with the district of the pupils' legal residence. If an agreement cannot be reached, either board may appeal to the chief state school officer for settlement of the agreement. The chief state school officer shall have thirty (30) days to establish the terms of agreement. Either board may appeal the chief state school officer's decision to the Kentucky Board of Education. The Kentucky Board of Education shall have sixty (60) days to approve or amend the agreement of the chief state school officer. In consideration of these appeals, the chief state school officer and the Kentucky Board of Education shall give preference to the best interest of the individual student. This subsection does not apply to those pupils enrolled in an approved class conducted in a hospital; and
(b)
Pupils who have been expelled for behavioral reasons who shall be counted in average daily attendance under Section 1 of this Act;
(5)
Any secondary school which maintains a basketball team for boys for other than intramural purposes, shall maintain the same program for girls;

(6)
Any school district which fails to comply with subsection (5) shall be prohibited from participating in varsity competition in any sport for one (1) year. Determination of failure to comply shall be made by the Department of Education after a hearing requested by any person within the school district. The hearing shall be conducted in accordance with KRS Chapter 13B. A district under this subsection shall, at the hearing, have an opportunity to show inability to comply.
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