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Summary of Legislation:  

	This bill creates a new section of KRS Chapter 532 stating that individuals convicted of, pleading guilty to, or entering an Alford plea for offenses in KRS Chapters 507, 508, 510 and 218A together with any other felony must serve these sentences consecutively.


Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups):

	The Department averages 900 new commitments each year for individuals convicted of the specified crimes whose total sentence is less than the sum of the individual sentences. Of this total, 897 have a median sentence of 5 years under current statutes and 3 have a median sentence of 27.5 years under the current HB76 statute relating to violent offenders.  Under the proposed amendment the 897 inmates would be sentenced to a median 10 year consecutive sentence and the 3 HB76 inmates would be sentenced to a median 35 year consecutive sentence.  See the attached schedule regarding the population and fiscal impact upon the Kentucky Department of Corrections.   The proposal has a major impact upon the Department beginning 1 year after passage and within 8 years adds almost 3,000 inmates permanently to the correctional system.  The full impact does not occur until the 26th year after passage.

Although the impact on the state’s misdemeanant population would not directly effect the Department of Corrections, there would be considerable direct impact upon local jails.  This in turn would indirectly effect the Department since the anticipated misdemeanant population growth (similar to the felon population growth) resulting from this proposal would likely cause a lower availability of jail beds to house state felons.  The Department’s strategy over the next six years for felon growth containment relies heavily upon the growing availability of county jail beds to house state felons under per diem contract.  If these jail beds are filled with misdemeanants resulting from this proposal, the Department’s containment plans are placed in serious jeopardy.


Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted):
	The fiscal impact of this bill would result in 900 inmates annually serving an additional 1 to 5.62 years, beginning 1 year after passage.  The total number of inmates would increase to 2,928 by FY2024 before leveling off.  The cost in FY2000 would be $5.0M which would increase to $129.5M by FY2024. These figures are based upon the FY97 annual cost of housing an inmate at $14,433 a year and incremented 2.9% for inflation each year in addition to the cost of amortizing new prison beds for these inmates at the assumed debt service rate of $6,000 per annum beginning with the FY97 debt service rate and incremented 2.9% for inflation each year.


Overall Impact to Agency (Major, Minor, No Impact):
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