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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION to direct the Legislative Research Commission to create the Task Force on Sibling Sexual Abuse.

WHEREAS, national data show fully 12 percent of all perpetrators of child abuse cases substantiated by law enforcement officials are "other family members," most often siblings; and

WHEREAS, the emotional needs of children sexually abused by siblings are complex and unique; and

WHEREAS, providing the appropriate level of care, treatment, and services to address these needs is not only in the best interest of these children, but is also in the best interest of their families, their communities, and the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, the range of treatment options and resources available to adequately and fully address the needs of these children and the funding sources available to pay for the type of care needed are not known; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly reaffirms that the commitment to the well-being of children of the Commonwealth should not waiver; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly acknowledges that addressing treatment needs in the appropriate manner can halt the proliferation of sibling sexual abuse and the long-term consequences of sibling child sexual abuse, including depression, suicide, repeat abuse, and delinquent behaviors; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly is vested with both the authority and the responsibility to address these issues and to ensure that the initiatives to address these issues utilize resources wisely and enhance the services to citizens of the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, there is little systematically collected, reliable data available concerning these children, their needs, the effectiveness of treatment, and the evaluation of the success of treatment; and

WHEREAS, to fully understand the scope of the problem and to develop solutions, it is critical to audit the data available concerning sexually abused child siblings, their needs, the services and treatment goals and objectives, and the criteria for determining which children access which service; and

WHEREAS, a collaborative task force approach when led by the General Assembly can lead to a comprehensive analysis of the problem, exhaustive search for solutions, and development of recommendations for action;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Legislative Research Commission shall create the Task Force on Sibling Sexual Abuse to conduct a comprehensive study to:

(1)
Determine the prevalence of sibling-perpetrated child sexual abuse in Kentucky;

(2)
Determine the causes of sibling-perpetrated child sexual abuse, including factors contributing to the perpetrating of abuse and factors contributing to the risk of experiencing abuse;

(3)
Develop a profile of the children at risk and the perpetrators of sibling sexual abuse;

(4)
Develop a complete baseline of information concerning the ability of relevant law enforcement, social service, and treatment agencies to respond to the unique needs of children sexually victimized by siblings and their families;

(5)
Identify the unique consequences of sibling-perpetrated child sexual abuse for children, families, and communities;

(6)
Identify high priority problems with law enforcement, social services, and treatment agencies in addressing the unique needs of children, families, and communities; and

(7)
Other tasks deemed necessary by the Task Force.

Section 2.   The members of the Task Force shall include two (2) members of the Senate appointed by the President of the Senate and two (2) members of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House. One (1) Senator and one (1) Representative shall serve as co-chairs of the Task Force. The Legislative Research Commission shall make up to fifteen (15) appointments. The members shall be representative of the state agencies vested with the responsibility to provide services for sexually abused children, the administrators of the private and public facilities servicing sexually abused children, persons having an expertise in addressing the needs of sexually abused children, persons or families with direct experience with sibling child sexual abuse, and advocates for children.

Section 3.   The Task Force shall submit an interim report to the Legislative Research Commission no later than January 1, 1999, and a final report no later than November 1, 1999.

Section 4.   The estimated cost for staff services utilized in completing this study is $30,000. The regular Commission budget shall provide for staff services that are subject to the limitations and other research responsibilities of the Commission.
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