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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION relating to "Good Samaritan" laws.

WHEREAS, the General Assembly has passed various laws to protect persons who render emergency medical aid, who conduct mine rescue operations, who provide food for the hungry and homeless, who clean up hazardous materials incidents, and various other persons from civil liability for their actions; and

WHEREAS, the Attorney General has routinely opined following adoption of each of these pieces of legislation that they contravene Sections 14, 54, and 241 of the Constitution of Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, it appears that it would be impossible to write Good Samaritan-type legislation that would not contravene the Constitution of Kentucky;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   That the interim joint committee with jurisdiction over constitutional amendments study the present Good Samaritan laws and determine whether Sections 14, 54, and 241 of the Constitution of Kentucky or other sections of the Constitution of Kentucky should be amended to provide for nonliability for persons covered by present Good Samaritan laws and to provide for protection for future persons who the General Assembly desires to protect against civil litigation. The report shall be issued no later than July 1, 1999.

Section 2.   That, if the interim joint committee with jurisdiction over constitutional amendments determines that a constitutional amendment is needed, a draft be submitted for consideration.

Section 3.   That staff services to be utilized in completing this study are estimated to cost $15,000. These staff services shall be provided from the regular Legislative Research Commission budget and are subject to the limitations and other research responsibilities of the Commission.
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