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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION directing a study relating to protection of the elderly from abuse, neglect, and exploitation.

WHEREAS, the Senior Citizens Advisory Commission of the Legislative Research Commission indicates that fraudulent crime against the elderly is swiftly on the rise; and

WHEREAS, the Senior Citizens Advisory Commission indicates that fraudulent crime against the elderly is one of the elderly's greatest concerns; and

WHEREAS, state and local police indicate that often they do not find out about the commission of these crimes until many days or months have passed because the victims feel ashamed; and

WHEREAS, the elderly continue to suffer from exploitation problems; and

WHEREAS, the state and local police and Attorney General's Office indicate that there needs to be more effective methods to educate the elderly about exploitation; and

WHEREAS, the Senior Citizens Advisory Commission indicates that there is an additional problem of the underreporting of abuse, neglect, and exploitation of the elderly; and

WHEREAS, protection of its people is a number one goal of the commonwealth of Kentucky;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Interim Joint Committee on Health and Welfare of the Legislative Research Commission is directed to undertake a study to determine the most common types of abuse, neglect, and exploitation of the elderly and the most effective approach to education and protection. The study shall include an assessment of the adequacy of current law, and the availability of appropriate methods of intervention. The study shall determine the need for coordination among city, county, state, and federal entities as it relates to prevention, education, and protection. The study shall include dialogue with and seek recommendations from professionals from law enforcement, health care, social work, mental health, long-term care ombudsmen, and staff from adult day care centers, senior citizen centers, hospitals, local health departments, nutrition centers, and other agencies or organizations that work with the elderly population and their families.

Section 2.   The Interim Joint Committee on Health and Welfare shall report its findings and recommendations to the year 2000 Regular Session of the General Assembly.

Section 3.   Staff services to be utilized in completing this study are estimated to cost $15,000.  These staff services shall be provided from the regular Commission budget and are subject to the limitations and other research responsibilities of the Commission.
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