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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION requesting the Governor to include crisis pregnancy centers as a major part of Kentucky's effort to promote abstinence.

WHEREAS, the problem of out-of-wedlock pregnancy, sexually transmitted disease, and abortion are serious problems among Kentucky teenagers; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky has received federal funding under section 510 of Title V of the Social Security Act for an abstinence education program; and

WHEREAS, the goal of Kentucky's Abstinence Education Initiative is to teach Kentucky school-aged students with a focus on students nine to fifteen years of age, and their families, the value of sexual abstinence through: a statewide media campaign, appropriate educational offerings, mentoring programs, and related community based projects and activities; and

WHEREAS, the federal 

legislation established eight criteria in the definition of abstinence education, which means an educational or motivational program that:

(a)
Has as its exclusive purpose, teaching the social, psychological, and health gains to be realized by abstaining from sexual activity;

(b)
Teaches abstinence from sexual activity outside marriage as the expected standard for all school age children;

(c)
Teaches that abstinence from sexual activity is the only certain way to avoid out-of-wedlock pregnancy, sexually transmitted diseases, and other associated health problems;

(d)
Teaches that a mutually faithful monogamous relationship in the context of marriage is the expected standard of human sexual activity;

(e)
Teaches that sexual activity outside of the context of marriage is likely to have harmful psychological and physical efforts;

(f)
Teaches that bearing children out-of-wedlock is likely to have harmful consequences for the child, the child's parents, and society;

(g)
Teaches young people how to reject sexual advances and how alcohol and drug use increases vulnerability to sexual advances; and

(h)
Teaches the importance of attaining self-sufficiency before engaging in sexual activity; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky shall award community grants to local consortia or partnerships to initiate abstinence education which may focus on as many of the eight criteria of abstinence education as they choose; and

WHEREAS, crisis pregnancy care centers have for years been involved in promoting abstinence among teenagers by promoting traditional family values;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The General Assembly encourages the Governor to include crisis pregnancy centers as a major part of Kentucky's effort to promote abstinence and to develop program initiatives that address all of the criteria defining abstinence education.

Page 2 of 2
BR258400.100-2584



