UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF  03/17/98
1998 REG. SESS.
98 RS HCR 126/GA


A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION recognizing the Kentucky Public Health Improvement Plan, a strategic plan for the public health in Kentucky, produced by the Department for Public Health.

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth is responsible for protecting the public health of the citizens; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth must address the public health vision and strategic plan based on a consensus of opinion among public health stakeholders within our state; and

WHEREAS, public health services are provided by the Department for Public Health; and

WHEREAS, the mission of the Kentucky Department for Public Health is to protect, promote, and monitor the improvement of the health of the public; and

WHEREAS, the vision for the Kentucky Department for Public Health is to provide a key leadership role in making Kentucky recognized nationally for our success in disease prevention, health education, and advocacy of wellness whereby this achievement will occur through development of effective, ongoing partnerships with public and private sector organizations and the collaborative effort of Kentucky's citizens; Kentuckians will enjoy the services of a system second to none in access, quality, and accountability; Kentucky's citizens will actively participate in programs and activities such as injury prevention, maintenance of a healthy and safe environment, wellness, immunization and disease screening activities; and the public health system will have a stable infrastructure with sufficient resources and flexibility to respond to change and to the needs of its citizens; and

WHEREAS, the plan is founded upon the following values and principles:

(1)
Honesty/Integrity:  public trust in the words and actions of public health professionals and public health leaders;

(2)
Ethics:  adherence to accepted standards of professional conduct;

(3)
Excellence/Quality:  achievement of high standards in public health assessment, policy development, and assurance;

(4)
Efficiency:  productive use of public resources;

(5)
Effectiveness:  achievement of the best possible outcomes in the health of Kentuckians;

(6)
Compassion/Respect:  sympathetic concern for and deference to the needs of the public;

(7)
Responsibility/Accountability:  adherence to goals and priorities set for public health; appropriate use of resources;

(8)
Accessibility:  readily-available, consumer-oriented activities and services; and

(9)
Prevention/Education:  priority on promoting health and preventing disease, disability, and premature death;

WHEREAS, the three core/primary functions of public health are assessment, policy development, and assurance; and 

WHEREAS, the goals as stated in the Kentucky Public Health Improvement Plan are related to the three core/primary functions of public health; and

WHEREAS, the priority health issues of Kentucky, as expressed in the Plan, are:

(1)
Reducing teenage pregnancy and low-birth-weight babies;

(2)
Reducing infant and child deaths;

(3)
Maintaining the health of a rapidly growing elderly population;

(4)
Achieving appropriate immunizations for children;

(5)
Reducing disability and premature death of children and youth;

(6)
Improving lifestyle activities, including physical fitness and exercise, nutrition, and positive parenting; reducing use of tobacco, alcohol, and illegal substances; and increasing seat-belt use;

(7)
Providing adequate prenatal care for pregnant women;

(8)
Assuring access by all Kentuckians to primary health care, especially in rural and inner-city areas;

(9)
Assuring access by both private and public health providers to health and health-related information;

(10)
Meeting environmental health standards;

(11)
Maintaining food safety; and

(12)
Reducing communicable diseases; and

WHEREAS, a major concern exists centering on the financial resources of Kentucky's public health system to support its primary public health functions;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   That public health stakeholders can be expected to use the Kentucky Public Health Improvement Plan in the following ways:

(a)
As a guide for public health and local public health departments to plan their activities and budget their resources.

(b)
As a guide for public health to educate the public about the activities and goals of the Department, its resource needs, and the progress it has made in achieving public health goals.

(c)
As a guide for health-planning purposed by public and private health providers, such as hospitals, nursing homes, by provider associations, such as hospital associations, professional associations; and by health and social service organizations, including funding sources, and nonprofit human services agencies.

(d)
As a guide for local groups and coalitions of health and health-related providers, and by local human services and other agencies, as for example, public schools, in the development of innovative efforts to provide community assessment, policy development, and assurance.

(e)
As a resource for health policy analysts and academicians to devise and evaluate innovative health programs and services.

Section 2.   The Kentucky Public Health  Improvement Plan will be considered in health budget decisions.

Section 3.   The Kentucky Public Health Improvement Plan will be used as a measure of the adequacy of funding available for public health purposes.

Page 3 of 4
HC012610.100-2705

GA

