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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION directing the Legislative Research Commission to establish a Special Subcommittee for Military and Defense-Related Issues.

WHEREAS, the United States Military is the Commonwealth's fourth largest industry, ranking behind only motor vehicle manufacturing, industrial machinery manufacturing, and coal mining, and surpassing farming, in payroll and earnings within this state; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. military spends approximately $3 billion per year in direct payrolls to soldiers and civilians, retirement and veterans' benefits, and contracts with companies throughout Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, recent Department of Defense downsizing, as a result of base closure and realignment and force structure and budget reductions, has negatively impacted the Commonwealth, resulting in the loss of approximately 13,000 positions and an annual payroll of $185 million; and

WHEREAS, future threats to further reduce military and civilian workforces and infrastructure in the Commonwealth must be resisted based on comprehensive, informed, and rational grounds utilizing the best efforts of the General Assembly and all interested groups and individuals throughout the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, it is imperative that the Commonwealth develop and foster policies and programs to reduce the vulnerability of this vital Kentucky industry to further base realignments and closings, to preserve Fort Campbell's strength and status, and to preserve and expand roles and missions for Fort Knox; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly's present interim structure does not adequately focus legislative interest and efforts upon issues involving the total military's presence in, and importance to, Kentucky, including all aspects of active, retired, reserve, and National Guard affairs in which the state has an interest;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Legislative Research Commission shall establish a Special Subcommittee for Military and Defense-Related Issues to operate during the 1998-99 interim. The Subcommittee shall be composed of members of the General Assembly appointed by the Legislative Research Commission. The Subcommittee shall include at least one (1) member of the House of Representatives and one (1) member of the Senate appointed from the membership of each of the following interim joint committees:

(1)
State Government; 

(2)
Appropriations and Revenue;

(3)
Economic Development;

(4)
Education; and

(5)
Transportation.

Section 2.   The Special Subcommittee for Military and Defense-Related Issues shall report its findings and recommendations through the Legislative Research Commission to the Interim Joint Committee on State Government. Members of the Subcommittee who are appointed to the Subcommittee by virtue of their membership on another interim joint committee, as specified in Section 1 of this Resolution, are encouraged and urged to report the Subcommittee's findings and recommendations to their respective interim joint committees.

Section 3.   Staff services to be utilized for the Special Subcommittee for Military and Defense-Related Issues are estimated to cost $20,000. These staff services shall be provided from the regular Legislative Research Commission budget and are subject to the limitations and other research responsibilities of the Commission.
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