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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION authorizing the formulation of an interim committee to study services for youth at risk.

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky, like the rest of the nation, must address the social problem known as "Youth at Risk"; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky provides social services for "Youth at Risk" through the Cabinet for Human Resources; and

WHEREAS, services for "Youth at Risk" are provided by various nonprofit providers throughout the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the Commonwealth of Kentucky to provide more efficient services through such programs as Empower Kentucky;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   That the Legislative Research Commission create an interim joint committee on "Youth at Risk" to study:

(1)
The need for "Youth at Risk" services;

(2)
The effectiveness of the service delivery system of state government agencies;

(3)
Potential funding sources for services to "Youth at Risk";

(4)
The means by which services for "Youth at Risk" can be contracted to nonprofit providers in the Commonwealth of Kentucky; and

(5)
Other tasks deemed necessary by the Legislative Research Commission.

Section 2.   The members of the interim joint committee shall include two (2) members of the House of Representatives to be appointed by the Speaker of the House and two (2) members of the Senate appointed by the President of the Senate. One (1) Representative and one (1) Senator shall be selected to serve as co-chairs of the interim joint committee. The Legislative Research Commission shall make up to ten (10) citizen appointments. The citizen members shall be representative of parents of children in need of services, the state agencies vested with the responsibility to provide services to youth at risk, agencies contracted to provide services to youth at risk, persons who have an expertise in providing services to youth at risk, and advocates for children.

Section 3.  The interim joint committee shall submit an interim report to the Legislative Research Commission no later than November 30, 1998, and a final report no later than November 30, 1999.

Section 4.  Staff services to be utilized in completing this study are estimated to cost $30,000. These staff services shall be provided from the regular Commission budget and are subject to the limitations and other research responsibilities of the Commission.
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