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A JOINT RESOLUTION directing the Public Service Commission to conduct a comprehensive review of the recent power outages in several eastern Kentucky counties served by American Electric Power and to report it's findings to the Special Subcommittee on Energy.

WHEREAS, several counties in eastern Kentucky experienced power outages on January 27, 1998 and February 3, 1998, as a result of damaged and downed  power lines from severe winter storms; and

WHEREAS, in Letcher County alone, power outages affected more than 900 customers from January 27 to January 30 and more than 8,000 customers between February 3 and February 11, and on both occasions power outages lasted for as long as eleven days; and

WHEREAS, many of the customers most severely affected by the power outages were the poor and the elderly for whom the loss of both heat and foodstuff endangered their physical health and safety; and .

WHEREAS, many of the counties in eastern Kentucky were within the service territory of American Electric Power (AEP), and

WHEREAS, in Letcher County alone, AEP serves approximately 85% of all electric customers; and

WHEREAS, on both occasions the percentage of AEP's customers experiencing power loss was substantially less than for Cumberland Valley Rural Electric Cooperative Corporation (CVRECC); yet, on both occasions, AEP expended more time in restoring power than did CVRECC; and

WHEREAS, both the magnitude of the power outages and the duration of time that it took to restore power to all customers indicates a certain weakness in AEP's electric system or emergency response systems;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Public Service Commission shall conduct an investigation into the power outages in eastern Kentucky in conjunction with any assistance that may be provided by AEP for the purpose of determining whether any improvements can be made to either AEP's electric system or its emergency disaster plan.

Section 2.   The Legislative Research Commission shall send a copy of the resolution to the Public Service Commission, the Letcher county judge/executive, and the president and CEO of American Electric Power.

Section 3.   The Public Service Commission shall report the results of its inquiry to the Special Subcommittee on Energy, and shall present a copy of its findings to the Letcher County Fiscal Court no later than 180 days prior to the convening of the General Assembly in Regular Session in the year 2000.
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