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A JOINT RESOLUTION authorizing and directing a comprehensive study of the feasibility of creating regional agricultural marketing centers in Kentucky, and making an appropriation therefor.

WHEREAS, all the states contiguous to Kentucky have greater sales of horticultural products than Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, many of the states contiguous to Kentucky have publicly funded agricultural marketing centers; and

WHEREAS, there are limited organized markets for Kentucky horticultural goods; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky has a suitable climate, soil, and farm resources to produce horticultural products; and

WHEREAS, there is an interest in additional agricultural enterprises for Kentucky farmers;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Department of Agriculture shall conduct a study of the feasibility of creating regional agricultural marketing centers in the Commonwealth. In determining this feasibility, the department shall investigate the history and functions of marketing centers created in other states, and shall formulate a proposed course of action regarding the creation of regional agricultural marketing centers within the Commonwealth.

Section 2.   The agricultural marketing center concept refers to state-sponsored markets such as the Western North Carolina Farmers Market in Asheville, North Carolina. These markets have facilities for wholesale and retail sales of horticulture and agriculture products. The study shall also consider if facilities for grading, cooling, and packing produce on a regional basis are needed.

Section 3.   There is hereby appropriated from the general fund the sum of $20,000 to accomplish the study. Any amount remaining following the completion of the study shall revert to the general fund. The study shall begin not later than August 1, 1998, and the report and recommendations shall be submitted to the Legislative Research Commission no later than September 1, 1999.
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