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A JOINT RESOLUTION directing a study of electric restructuring during the 1998-2000 legislative interim, and making an appropriation therefor.

WHEREAS, electricity is a pervasive force and vital need in the current economy of Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky enjoys among the lowest electric utility rates in the nation, benefiting not only citizen ratepayers but also allowing the state to use this as a tool in recruiting business; and

WHEREAS, restructuring the electric industry would have profound impacts upon the overall economy of Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, restructuring and deregulation have yielded tangible benefits in the airline, trucking, and telecommunications industries; and

WHEREAS, several states have begun to restructure their electric delivery systems in the hopes of lowering electric utility rates, and the United States Congress also has begun to debate the issue; and 

WHEREAS, any restructuring in Kentucky must guarantee universal quality service, with adequate consumer education, and should take into account any possible impacts upon Kentucky coal as a viable generation source; and

WHEREAS, the issue of electricity restructuring is a complex one deserving of intensive study and careful, prudent recommendations;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   There is established the Electricity Restructuring Task Force, whose membership shall carefully study the issue of electric restructuring in Kentucky during the 1998-2000 interim and analyze its impacts upon the Commonwealth. The task force shall meet at least monthly, beginning not later than October 1, 1998, and shall report back to the Legislative Research Commission and the Governor with findings and recommendations no later than November 15, 1999.

Section 2.   (1)
The task force shall be comprised of the following members:

(a)
Ten members from the executive branch, to be appointed by the Governor, with one member being the Attorney General or his designee; and

(b)
Ten members from the General Assembly, of which three members shall be appointed by the President of the Senate, three members shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House, two members shall be appointed by the Senate Minority Floor Leader, and two members shall be appointed by the House Minority Floor Leader. All legislative branch appointments shall be approved by the Legislative Research Commission.

(2)
The task force shall have three co-chairs, one appointed by the Governor, one appointed by the President of the Senate, and one appointed by the Speaker of the House. All appointments shall be made before July 31, 1998, and all legislative appointments shall be approved by the Legislative Research Commission.

Section 3.   The task force may form advisory committees of no more than seven persons. These advisory committees may contain representatives of the private sector, but in all cases the membership of an advisory committee shall consist of more task force members than private sector representatives. Advisory committees may study particular areas of interest to the task force, such as universal service, consumer education, reliability, and future regulation. The sole role of an advisory committee shall be to report back to the full task force.

Section 4.   Except as provided in KRS 18A.200, members of the task force, shall receive actual travel expenses while attending meetings.

Section 5.   The task force may employ consultants, request and hear testimony, or take any necessary steps to ensure a fair, thorough, and reasonable study of the issue. The task force shall receive staffing assistance from the Public Service Commission and the Legislative Research Commission, and the executive directors of both agencies are directed to assist the task force in meeting its staffing needs.

Section 6.   There is hereby appropriated from the general fund the sum of $150,000 to accomplish the study. Any amount remaining following the completion of the study shall revert to the general fund.
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