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A RESOLUTION encouraging cost-free opening of landfills.

WHEREAS, the improper disposal of solid waste increasingly threatens the health, welfare, and quality of life of all Kentuckians; and 

WHEREAS, in many of the impoverished areas of the state, the tipping fees and other costs related to the use of county landfills for solid waste disposal are a disincentive for low income individuals to use landfill facilities and they instead turn to illegal dumping; and

WHEREAS, illegal dumping not only threatens the natural beauty of our state but also threatens our ground water quality and poses a serious health hazard to our citizens; and

WHEREAS, the role of government should always be to protect the health and welfare of our citizens; and

WHEREAS, county governments have been given the responsibility to create a solid waste management plan for each county and to designate administration and operation of county landfills;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   County governments across the Commonwealth are urged to give consideration to the establishment of county programs or policies which would result in the regular opening of county landfills for private citizens to dispose of household waste at no charge.

Section 2.   County governments are encouraged to educate their citizens as to the health and environmental risks associated with illegal dumping and to increase their efforts against illegal dumping within their jurisdictions.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House is directed to send copies of this resolution to all county judge/executives throughout the Commonwealth for dissemination to members of the fiscal court in each county.
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