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A RESOLUTION urging the Transportation Cabinet to review the need to redesign and reconstruct all or parts of the Daniel Boone Parkway to address safety concerns, reduce motor vehicle accidents, and increase economic development opportunities.

WHEREAS, the Daniel Boone Parkway stretches from Interstate 75 in London in Laurel County through the breadth of Clay and Leslie Counties before ending at KY 15 in Hazard in Perry County; and

WHEREAS, according to the Kentucky Accident Reporting System, there were 116 accidents on the Daniel Boone Parkway in 1996; and

WHEREAS, of the 116 accidents, 7 were fatal accidents killing 10 people, 40 were injury accidents hurting 85 people, and 69 were accidents involving property damage; and

WHEREAS, the majority of these accidents occurred during the day under clear, dry road conditions, involving local residents who are familiar with travelling the Daniel Boone Parkway; and

WHEREAS, the Daniel Boone Parkway is a part of the Extended Weight Coal Haul Road System where large, overweight coal trucks are travelling at high rates of speed; and

WHEREAS, the Daniel Boone Parkway is also authorized for use by overdimensional vehicles, including vehicles 102 inches wide; and

WHEREAS, in 1996 only 6.38 miles of the Daniel Boone Parkway were repaved even though overweight and overdimensional vehicles travel the route daily; and

WHEREAS, according to a pavement management study completed by the Transportation Cabinet in 1996, between 1997 and 2003, only limited pavement improvements on the Daniel Boone Parkway are scheduled as follows: 8.8 miles in 1997, 12.01 miles in 1998, 2.58 miles in 1999, 17.08 miles in 2000, 0 miles in 2001, 0 miles in 2002, and 11.67 miles in 2003; and

WHEREAS, since 1981 the Transportation Cabinet has conducted pavement tests to determine the "rideability" of Kentucky's parkways; and

WHEREAS, in 1996 the average rideablity index for all parkways was 3.40, with the index fluctuating on the Daniel Boone Parkway from a low of 2.03 to a high of 3.72; and

WHEREAS, in 1996 the average daily traffic count for the outside lanes only of the Daniel Boone Parkway was 6,260 vehicles with some segments carrying as many as 10,100 vehicles daily; and

WHEREAS, improved road conditions would greatly accelerate economic development opportunities for communities along the Daniel Boone Parkway corridor; and

WHEREAS, many citizens along the Daniel Boone Parkway have expressed an interest in additional access ramps being constructed on the parkway near Buckhorn Lake and a new multi-county industrial park; and

WHEREAS, it is only prudent to take a broad overlook to consider area economic development needs, both immediate and long-range, when studying needed improvements to the Daniel Boone Parkway; and

WHEREAS, the combination of high accident rates, high traffic counts, limited scheduled pavement improvements, deteriorating pavement conditions, and economic development opportunities requires the state to review the need to redesign and reconstruct all or portions of the Daniel Boone Parkway;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Transportation Cabinet is urged to conduct a scoping study to review the need to redesign and reconstruct all or parts of the Daniel Boone Parkway to address safety concerns, reduce motor vehicle accidents, and increase economic development opportunities for communities along the parkway.

Section 2.   The Transportation Cabinet is urged to review traffic volumes, motor vehicle accident statistics, weights and dimensions of vehicles travelling on the Daniel Boone Parkway, as well as pavement conditions, bridge maintenance, and replacement needs, and drainage concerns.

Section 3.   The Transportation Cabinet is urged to conduct public hearings and solicit input from all citizens and all elected officials in counties through which the Daniel Boone Parkway passes on the type of improvements needed on the Daniel Boone Parkway.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives shall transmit a copy of this Resolution to Secretary James Codell, Kentucky Transportation Cabinet, and to Governor Paul Patton.
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