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A RESOLUTION declaring June, 1998, as Hepatitis C Education Awareness Month.

WHEREAS, chronic Hepatitis C has been classified as the silent killer, where no recognizable signs or symptoms occur until severe liver damage has occurred; and

WHEREAS, chronic Hepatitis C has been characterized by the World Health Organization as a disease of primary concern to humanity; and

WHEREAS, chronic Hepatitis C infects approximately 4.5 million Americans, and there are 30,000 new infections each year in the United States; and

WHEREAS, chronic Hepatitis C is considered such a public health threat that the National Institutes of Health convened an international conference of health experts in March, 1997, to issue guidelines for diagnosis, control, and treatment; and

WHEREAS, the United States Department of Health and Human Services has launched a comprehensive plan to address this significant public health problem, beginning with the identification and notification of the hundreds of thousands of persons inadvertently exposed to Hepatitis C through blood transfusion; and

WHEREAS, in the absence of a vaccine, emphasis must be placed on other means of disease prevention including the education of health care workers and the general public;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives hereby declares the month of June, 1998, as Hepatitis C Education Awareness Month, and does hereby urge public awareness through increased public education during this month.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Honorable Julie Rose, 4600 Doe Spring Court, Louisville, Kentucky 40241.

Page 1 of 1
BR274800.100-2748



