UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF  03/30/98
1998 REG. SESS.
98 RS BR 2778


A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor of W. B. "Bill" Sanders upon the occasion of his 90th birthday.

WHEREAS, it is appropriate for this honorable body to honor Bill Sanders upon the occasion of his 90th birthday, and as we reflect upon the contributions Bill Sanders has given to the Commonwealth of Kentucky, we are reminded that his dedicated service has enriched the lives of so many Kentuckians; and

WHEREAS, Bill Sanders was born on March 30, 1908, a native of Corinth, Mississippi, and longtime resident of Paducah, McCracken County, Kentucky, and he is the devoted husband of his lovely wife, Viola Wallace, whom he married in 1929; and

WHEREAS, Bill Sanders has always been, and continues to be, an active and involved citizen and a highly esteemed member of the labor movement in this great Commonwealth; Kentucky has been blessed with his involvement as Business Agent of Ironworkers #595 and of Carpenters #559; he has served as secretary of the Paducah Building and Construction Trades Council, as executive secretary of Four Rivers District Council of Carpenters, as executive secretary of West Kentucky Building and Construction Trades Council, as president of West Kentucky Building and Construction Trades Council, and as vice president of the Kentucky State Building and Construction Trades Council; and

WHEREAS, this honorable body takes great pride in mentioning some of his labor movement accomplishments: he was secretary of the Paducah Building and Construction Trades Council when $15,000 was collected through donations to build an addition to the old Riverside Hospital in Paducah; he was the recipient of a letter from Casey Brooks, project manager of the Atomic Energy Commission, stating that without his help the project could not have been built; he was instrumental in obtaining funds for the building of the Bryants Ford Road bridge over Clarks River; he set a record in 1933 during his work on the Gulf tanks when he drove 515 cold 5/8 rivets in 2 hours and 15 minutes; he was invited to and attended the inauguration of President Dwight D. Eisenhower; he was instrumental in the construction of the East Side Baptist and Southland Baptist Churches and the West Kentucky Easter Seal Center; he received an Award of Merit in 1943 from the United States Navy for helping to recruit Seabees; he wrote the resolutions supporting the Kentucky Oaks Mall and the Julian Carroll Convention Center while president of the Building and Construction Trades; and he was the second recipient of the W. C. Young award for outstanding and lifelong contribution to the labor movement; and

WHEREAS, Bill Sanders has also served as a member of the Renaissance Board, the Convention Center Board, the Vocational Education Advisory Board, and the Paducah Community College Advisory Committee; and

WHEREAS, his greatest contributions and lifetime accomplishments include his involvement with the Jackson House, a 20-story high-rise for the elderly, sponsored and built by labor, on which he served as president of the Board of Directors since 1971, and for which he received the Spearhead Award from the Chamber of Commerce for his outstanding service in the renovation of the Renaissance Home and the building of Jackson House; the W. B. Sanders Retirement Center, the building of which he guided from funding through construction until opening and on which he has served as president of the Board of Directors since its inception, and in which a statement of his pride in his labor heritage and a brief history of all Paducah labor unions written by him are included in a sealed box in the keystone of the building bearing his name; and the realization of ten years of hard work to put the history of labor in Kentucky schools, Labor History in Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, his tenacious courage and conviction for the advancement of the labor movement in Kentucky has served as a source of strength and encouragement for others; he is revered by his peers and has unflinchingly given of himself for the rights and needs of working people, and he continues to serve his fellow workers and the entire labor movement with dedication and distinction; and

WHEREAS, he holds the title of Kentucky Colonel, Duke of Paducah and Admiral in the Texas Navy; he has been a member of the Blue Lodge of Masons for 62 years, a Shriner and Million Dollar Club member of 52 years, and a Democrat "since he was born," and on March 30, 1998, W. B. "Bill" Sanders will be celebrating his 90th birthday;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body is proud indeed to recognize W. B. "Bill" Sanders upon the occasion of his 90th birthday, and we join the good people of Paducah and McCracken County in wishing him a jubilant birthday, surrounded by friends and his wonderful wife, Viola. Throughout his life, Bill Sanders has demonstrated strong character and has been an element of invincible strength to all the lives he has touched.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of W. B. "Bill" Sanders upon the occasion of his 90th birthday.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Honorable J. R. Gray for presentation to the Honorable W. B. "Bill" Sanders.
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