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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor of the National Thumb Pickers Hall of Fame in Muhlenberg County, Kentucky, upon the occasion of its first induction ceremony on April 11, 1998.

WHEREAS, thumb picking is the art of picking a guitar in this manner: the bass strings or upper three strings are alternately picked with the thumb to set the rhythm for the music, while the forefinger of the same hand, and often more than one finger, picks the melody on the lower three or treble strings. Notes picked together in this unique method give the rolling sound of more than one guitar while only one is being played, and it is the most remarkable style of music in the world today, and one of the most difficult to master; and

WHEREAS, the earliest known and documented forms of thumb picking were in Muhlenberg County before the turn of the last century, and the earliest person to have been documented to have picked in this style was Alice DeArmond Jones of Dunmor in Muhlenberg County. She passed this style on to her son, Kennedy Jones, who, in using his bare thumb to pick the guitar, wore a blister and because of this turned to a thumb pick, which had before been used only for Hawaiian guitars. He was the first person documented to have used a thumb pick in this style of music; and

WHEREAS, the National Thumb Pickers Hall of Fame was organized to honor past, present and future thumb pickers, their supporting musicians and supporting individuals who have aided in the perpetuation and preservation of this unique style of American music; it also promotes, perpetuates and preserves all thumb picking efforts, including the promotion of various thumb picking programs and projects; and 

WHEREAS, the charter inductees into the Thumb Pickers Hall of Fame will be in the following categories: Deceased Thumb Pickers - Grandpa Jones, Ike Everly, Kennedy Jones, Mose Rager, Arnold Shultz and Merle Travis; Living Musicians - Chet Atkins; Supporting Musicians - Lightning Chance; and Non-Musician - Laverda Rager; and an induction ceremony honoring these charter inductees will be held at the Drakesboro School gymnasium in Muhlenberg County at 7:00 p.m. on April 11, 1998; and

WHEREAS, the National Thumb Pickers Hall of Fame will display a duplicate set of plaques for the honorees along with their photographs, and it will be temporarily based in the Muhlenberg County courthouse in Greenville, Kentucky, and then will be moved to the newly renovated Merle Travis birthplace home which is in Paradise Park in Muhlenberg County;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body is indeed proud and honored to recognize the Thumb Pickers Hall of Fame in Muhlenberg County, Kentucky, and we express our congratulations and best wishes upon the occasion of the first induction ceremony on April 11, 1998. The Thumb Pickers Hall of Fame has brought distinction to the citizens, young and old, of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of the Thumb Pickers Hall of Fame.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Brent Yonts for presentation to the Thumb Pickers Hall of Fame.
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